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a monopoly to this or any other company. I

the circumstanees I can have no alternative
but fo oppose the second reading of the Bill
in the interests of those men who are work-
ing outback, the farmers of Western Aus-
tralia.

On motion by Hon. A. Lovekin, debate’

adjourned.

Houge adjourned at 9.34 p.m. fl
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—STATE SAVINGS BAXK.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIIN asked the Premier:
If any agreement is entered into by the Gov-
ernment with the Commonwealth Bank to
transfer the State Savings Banlk, will he see
that the privileges now enjoyed by the beneiit
societies dealing with the Savings Bank are
retained to the societies before any trans-
Ter is apreed to?

"The PREMIER rcplied: Yes.

QUESTION—STATE BATTERIES AND
GOLD PREMIUM.

My, MUNSIE (without notice) asked the
Colonial Secretary: Will he supply informa-
tion with regard to the charges made by
State batteries in eonnection with the treat-
ment of tailings {sands and slimes) and state
on what basis the Government settle with
prospectors in regard to the gold premium?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (for the
Minister for Aines) replied: Under regula-
tions tailings are purchased from customers
immediately cn agreement as to assay after a
crushing has been effected. The department
pays £4 per ounce for the gold purchased

;
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anf -after receipt of the premiums from the
Gf I Producers’ Association for the
a/ bunting period in which the crushing is

§ .ecled, pays to the prospeetor the full
mount of the preminm received.

AUDITOR GENERAL’S REFPORT.

Mr. SPEAKER:" I have received from
the Auditor General, in pursuance of See-
tion 53 of the Audit Aet of 1904, the
thirty-first report for the finanecial year
ended the 30th June, 1921, which I now lay
on the Table of the House.

SELECT COMMITTEE-—HOSPITALS
BILL.

On motion by Mr. Gibson the time for
bringing up the report of the Select Com-
mittee was extended for two weeks.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—CONSTITUTION FURTHER
AMENDMENT.

Order of the Day read for the third read-
ing of this Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER: As thiz Bill alters the
Constitution Aet it is necessary to have an
absolute majority of the Houze on both the
second and third readings. I will put the
question, ‘¢ That the Bill be now read a third
time,’’ and if there is any dissentient voice
I will divide the House. If not, I will take
it that the third reading is -ecarried
unammovaly, T have counted the House,
and there is an absolute maiority present,

Question put, and two members having de-

clared in the negative the Iouse divided with
the following result:—

Ayes . ‘e ... 32
Noes .. .. .. 10
Majority for .. 22
AYES.
Mr, Apgwin Mr. Muanste
Mr. Carter Mr, O'Loghlen
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. Richardson
Mr. Colller Mr, Sampson
Mr. Corboy Mr. Simons
Mrs, Cowan Mr, J. H. Smith
Mr. Davies Mr, J. M. Smith
Mr. Gibson Mr, Teesdale
Mr. Heron Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Hlckmott Mr. Troy
Mr. Johnston Mr, Underwood
Mr. Lambert " Mr. Walker
Mr, Lutey Mr, Willcock
Mr. C. C. Maley Mr, Wilson
Mr. Mann Mi, Mullany
Mr. Marshall (Teler.)

Mr. McCallum
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NoEks .
Mr. Avgelo Sir Tames Mitchell
Mr. Broun | Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Denton I Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. Harrison I Mr. Piesse
Mr. Lathpm | {Teller.)

Mr. H. K. Maley
Question thus passed.

Bill read & third time and transmitteld to
the Connecil.

BILL—COURTS OF SESSION.
Third Reading.
The PREMIER: | move—
That the Bill be now read a third time.

Mrs. COWAN' (West Perth) [4.50]: The
Premier promised to give the House an ex-
planation of the clause to whieh the member
for Bunbury (Mr, Money) objected when we
last discussed this measurc. I would like to
kinow what proceedings are specially referred
to, sceing that the procedure for appeal is
already provided for in Statutes and rules,
reganding the revision of decisions from the
lewer eourt. In view of that position, why
is there any necessity for the clause?

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam} [4.51]: The clause merely gives
power to the 2ourt of appeal to amend any
defeet in connection with the anpeal so that
it may be dealt with on its merits.

Mis, Cowan: There is more in it than that.

The PREMIER: I have consnlted the
Solieitor General and he advised me that that
is what the clause does. It merely enables
the court of appeal to remedy any formal
defect in connection with the appeal, so that
it may be dealt with on its merits.

Mrs. COWAN: It will, T think, practi-
call

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order! The hon.
member cannot speak twiee at the present

stage,

Horn. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle} [4.52]: It is true, as the member
for West Perth has stated, that when the Bill
‘was before members in Committee there was
no one in the House who could enlighten the
Committee as to what was the meaning of
Clause 37. Seeing that the clause was only
passed on the casting vote of the Chairman,
it is right to say that half of the Committee
were not clear npon the Claunse, T was
thought that while the Supreme Court would
have power to review certain julgments, they
would not have power to quash judgments,
but merely amend them. The premier pro-
mised to make inquiries and enlighten the
House.

The Premier:
the explanation.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Ta there full right
of appeal?

The Premier: Yes, there is.

So I did and I have given
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Question put rnd passed; Bill read a third
time.

BILL—ARCHITECTS.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT AMENDMENT.
Reports of Committee adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1921-22.

In Conmmittee of Supply. -

Resumed from the 1st December;
Slubbs in the Chair.

Department of Railways, Hon. J. Seaddan,

Mr.

Minister. (The Premier in charge of the
Estimates.)
Vote—Railways, tramways and eclectricty

supply, £2,596,342,

Mr, McCALLUM  (South  Fremantle)
[4.53]: Tt was stated .the other night by

the member for Katanning (Mr. A. Thom-
son), that the ceost of railways had been
substantially increased because of the privi-
leges extended to railway employees, in conse-
quence of which a heavy burden had been
added to the railway finances. I gathered
from the reply the hon. member received
to the question he put at the time
that, so far as the aectual cost to the
department is coneermed, it is mot a
question of eash, but of hook-keeping
entries. The trains have to be Tun and it is
only a question of the men being ‘carried by
these traing, FEvery time the railway work-
ers ask for improved conditions and rates, it
is put to them that the service iz a non-
paying propesition. - The agricultural lines
arg non-paying railwavs, and in consequence
are largely aeccountable for the losses om
the railway working. Bach time the men
ask for imnroved conditions, this is what is
nut up to them to show why they should not
he granted any increase in wages.

Hy. Harrison: Do yon want to cut the

spur lincs out?

Mr. MeCALLUM: T do not argue that
they should not be built, but when they are
constructed that position should be recog-
nised ard the faet that they are not paying
pronogitions should not be brought forward
against the men as an argument against giv-
ing them impraved conditions nor yet should
members representing the country districts
complain regarding the cost of privileges be-
cause of the non-paying agricultural lines.

Mr. A, Thomson: At the same time, these
men are receiving more wages than the men
outside the service.

My, McCALLUM:
not.

Mr. A. Thomson:

In many cases, they are

En many cases, they are,
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Mr. MeCALLUM: In many cases, the
tradesmen are receiving fess than the trades-
men outside the gervice. The member for
Katanning knows that. Tradesmen outside
the service, inclnding carpenters amd  wool
workers, are getting more than men em-
ployed in these oeeupations in vonnection
with the railway cervice. It is well that the
representatives of the apgrienltural  disticts
should know that cvery time a mailway is
built into those parts of the eomntry which
th=y represent, it is not going to, be a payiug
Moy osition,

Mr. Lathamn:
not paying?

Mr, MeCALLUM: T do not think there is
one agrienltural spur line whieh is paying.
There are no figures obtainable to prove that
point, however.

My, Harrison: They have to use the main
lineg after they leave the spur lines.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Of course, they do, but
the mileage through the agricultural areas has
to be added to the mileage on the main lines,
Tt is mot fair to take onc particular instance
and say that becanse the railways are not
paying, improved conditions te the employees
should not be allowed,

Mr. A. Thomson: T was only quoting the
Minister for Railways,

Mr. McOALLUM: The Minister for Rail-
ways is not always corrcet.

Mr. A. Thomson: He should be correct in
this matter.

Mr, MeCALLUM: It is not fair, at any
rate, for him to argue that the men em-
ployed in the railway service must earry the
reaponsibility for sueh losses and because of
the losacs, should not receive the considera-
tinn to which they are entitled.

Mr. A. Thomson: That was not sugwested.

Mr. MeGALT,UM: Tt was suggested. The
mrmber for Katanning avgued against the
privileges an that seore.

Mr. Tatham: That is your interpretation.

Mr, MeCATLUM: What other interpreta-
tion conlil e placed upon it? Are we t0 say
that beeanse the railway lines are not paving,
we ghould not allow these privileges? Ts the
granting of such privileges veenliar to these
workers alone? Does not the farmer provide
a farm worker with a horse to go to and
from the railway station? He will give him
means to get abont his work, and do every-
thing usual in the industry that apnlics to
ratlway wen.  What difference is there he-
tween the omployees in the aericoltural in-
duatry and the emplovees in the Railway or
any other big department? The arozument
has heen advanced in the eourt bv the Com-
migsioner’s renresentative that the railwaya
eannot afford to pay ‘what is asked, heeanse
they are a losing. proposition, and that one
reason why they are o losing proposition is
beeguse of the oxtensive mileage which has
been built and that 2 heavy tax has bren put
upen the system by reason of its having heen
overbuilt, Tt is on this account that it is
elaimed that the wages which are being asked
eannot be paid. The railway men shounld not

Which agricnttural line is
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be nsked to earry the burden arising from the
policy of the {overnment to construet non-
poving lines.  Another argiment used as an
exzvcuse for the Commissioucr not being able
to shiow a lbetter vondition of altairs, is that
lie has not full control, that he hus not that
control ever the men in the servieg in the
matier of fixing their wages. There is no
cemployer in the State who has a wider con-
trol over his employees than has the Commis-
sioner of Railway:. Boan Bros, Foy & Gib-
son s, and all such firms have to subnit to
Arbitration (‘onrt decisions,

Mr. A. Thomsen: Aml they can tell a
mon when his services are no longer wantel.

Mr. MceCALLTM:  So can the (ommis-
sioner of Railways,

Mr. A, Thomson: XNo, he eannot.

AMr., MeCALLUM: Yes; no fewer than
Gy men have bheen dismissed from the rail-
way service on account of retrenchment, and
no appeal les for those men. There iy no
more possibility of appealing on behalf of
these men than there is on behalf of any
other body of men who may be dismissed by
private firms.

Mr. Teesdale: These people always have
a member of Parlinment to fall back upon,

Mr. MeCALLUM: Long before T was a
member of Parliament I had te intervene
on behalf of rrivate employees as much as
on behalf of Government employeca. I o
not know that Government employecs fall
I'ock on representative men any more than
do private employees. A railway employee
ean e dismissed and the ieason piven for
that dismissal that there is no more work for
him to do, and on that score he has no right
of avjeal, It ia only when his charaeter is
ehallenged that he has the right to defend
himself. That is the only time he ean ap-
ppeal.  If retrenchment s going on nothing
can be said or dene. [ am not all satisfied
with the position in the railway serviee,
Thos~ in the conntry who have heen complain-
ing have no more g ound for complaint than
the reopls who reside in the metropolitan
nrea.

Mr. A, Thomson: T wish von had to eom-
ply with some of the econditions we have to
comnly with,

Mr. MeOALLUM: Tf one wants to travel
from Fremantle to Terth and happens to
niss a train. he might as well go home again,
g0 yoor is the service. Tt means that if a
train is missed. the best part of a day is lost.
The serviee between Fremantle and Perth s
a disvrace, and in no other part of the Com-
monwealth would such a state of affairs he
tolerated. Tt has been further stated that
the Commissioner was not responsibte for
the strike that took nlace in the carly por-
tion of this year. T am net poing to say
thut the Commissioner was wholly responsi-
b, Fat T lo uav he was larg lv resnonsible,
ond that if other represnntative men, acting
on hehalf of emvlovers had adoented an athi-
tude simmilar to that taken up by the Commis-
rioner, we would have had far more strikox
during the last few years than it has heen
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our lot to suffer. The Commissioner of Rail-
ways from the time we first contronted him,
stood with his back to the wall and refused to
budge. What le said was, ‘‘ Take the Arbi-
tration Court or nothing.’’ He~ declined to
negotiate or to discuss pointa.

Mr. A. Thomson: He said, *‘ We will nego-
tiate, but we must have certain things.’’

My, MeCALLUM: T am not going to argue
that at the beginning there were not faults
on both sides, but I do say that when the
matier was handed over to the disputes com-
mittee the Commissioner had no right to al-
low the prejudiee that had been built up in
his mind dwring the early megotiations, to
act against us. When he saw we were anx-
iong to get through without a strike, he
should have acted with a more open mind,
and tried to get over the difficulty without
involving the country in a disastrous strike,
But he sat back and declined to argue and
said, "“There is the Arbitration Court.’’
Every appeal we made fell on deaf ears, and
up to the time the men ¢ame out he declined
to budge from the position he had adopted
from the first. T have been very disappeinted
with  the stand taken by the Commis-
sioner of Railways sinee the settlement of
that strike, and I do hope that the standard
he has set np does ot reccive the endorse-
ment of the Government. Tf that attitude
is to be adopted, it mvst mean the end of
negotiatioms in  indugtrial disputes.  The
working man iz n  very trustful person
until such time as hiz faith in an individual
iz shaken. Onee he loses that faith he is at
all times suspicious and distrustful and it
is then very difficult to get him to deal with
men whom he has found to have deceived him,
The action of the Commissioner of Railwaysin
repudiating the agreement arrived at at the
time of the settlement is nothing short of a
disgracefunl proceeding on the parf of a pub-
lie servant. That agreement provided for the
recognition of the principles for which the
men struek, and then the Commissioner goes
into the Arbitration Court and says there
was no rvecopuition, and he repudiates the
agreement arrived at. [f there was no ‘‘recog-
nition,’’ there was no necessity for the
atrike. During the previous ten days we had
been arguing as to whether the Commissioner
should put his signature to the word ‘‘recog-
nition,”’ and even up to the last day the
conference met, It was put to us after the
Minister for Railways hal left the confer.
ence, having agreed to the suggestions, that
he went back to Cabinet which considered the
matter, Then he again met uy and the word
¢t recognition’’ was struck out of two clauses,
and in place of that word there was inserted
‘‘has not denied’’ the principle of extra pay
for night shifts, and alse suggested the in-
sertion of ‘‘{does not question’’ in the clause
relating to the eight hours’ prineiple. If it
was not a matter of recognition why was the
strike held up for ten days in order to pre-
vent the word ‘‘recognition’’ being put into
the apreement. Even on the last day the
Commissioner wasg trying to alter the word
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‘‘recognition’’ to insert ‘‘has not denied’’
in one instance, and ‘‘does mnot question’’
in the other. If the Commissioner thought
by consenting to the word ¢‘recognition,’’ it
did not bind him to recognise, if he thoughi
there was apother way of quibbling out of
it afterwards, well, a man who adopts that
attitude with a body of men who are acting
for thousands of others, and who will keep
ideas in the back of his head with the inten-
tion of deceiving his employees—a man whe
will do that, can never again expect to be
trosted.

The Minister for Works: Is it not possible
that he was honest in his views?

Mr. McCALLUM: He should then have
told us at the table. He should have said,
‘1 am signing here for the recognition, but
this does not bind me to it. The whole discua-
sion that week was as to whether the depart-
ment was to be bound. 1 was deliberately
deceived, and I venture to say that every
member of the intermediary deputation, in-
cluding the Archbishop of Perth, understond
that there was to be a recognition of those
principles. Nothing whatever can be gained
by deceit, especially in conneetion with indus-
trial matters. T have always appealed to
every union on whose behalf T have acted,
when setting out in a document the condi-
tions of wages and terms that were to he
agreed upon between themselves and the em-
ployers, to be perfeetly explicit so that thers
should be no misunderstanding. ‘‘Do mot try
to show the other fellow points’'' is what T
have always urged. Tt was the pride of my
term of office that when I finished my labours
there after so many years that I was able to
declare there was mot an employer who could
say ““MeCallum, you put your signaturs to
a document and you deceived us; youw sipmed
something which you afterwards repndiated.’’
And 1 was associated with the preparation
of hundreds of agrecements, What is the
position in regard to the Commissioner of
Railways! How can yon pessibly ask a body
of men to sit at a round table conference and
draw up an agreement with a man who has
acted as the Commissioner has done! 1 regret
extremely what has taken place, and I say
tiat if he had anything at the back of his
mind whirh léd him to suppose that he was
not bound to what he had signed, that there
was some way out of it for him, he should
have been nrmn enough to tell us there, and
not deceive us. We should then not have
found ourselves in the position of not being
able to trust him further. I mnotice in
the Commissioner’s report it is stated that
the cost of the strike to the department was
£101,000. During that period all wages and
salaries were stopped. There was also the
saving of all fuel and stores. Yet we find
that with the two weeks during which the
strike took place, taken out of the month, the
working expenses totalled £167,922, In the
month of Marek, whiech i3 only one day
ghorter than the month of January, and with-
out a strike, the working eXpenses were
£197,835. I do not know how the Commis-
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sioner arrives at his estimate that £101,000
was lost. Did he do it by rule of thumb, and
divide a month’s working expenses by two?

AMr, Johnston: A lot of the traffic was car-
ried subsequently.

Mr, MeCALLUM: T do not see how he can
argue that the loss was £101,000, and that
his costs for Mareh were practicsally equal to
those for January. From my experience of
the railway men, I can say that the staff
are very diseontented. There is a preat deal
of dissatisfaction throughout the service, Of
course it was to be expected, while a process
of retrenchment was going on, that there
would be a deal of frietion and dissatisfae-
tion in places, but the dissatisfaction seems
to be universal. Not ouly is there dissatis-
faction regarding the attitude of the Com-
missioner in eonucetion with the settlement of
the strike, but with regard to the attitude
he is adopting in eonnection with promotions,
T want to quote ome instance of what is
really happening by way of illustrating the
cause for dissatisfaciion exigting amongst a
number of the employees. This information
has been given in answer to guestions in an-
other place and is, therefore, reliable. The
position of loco. draftsman was advertised
in England at a salary of £400 a year. The
rate fixed in the advertisement in this State
was £382 a year. Yet the appointment was
made at £450. In other words, a man in Eng-
Iand was offered the job at a higher rate
than any of our own people and, after re-
ceiving the appointment, was paid an extra
£350. The man from England who was ap-
pointed has been told that his line of pro-
motion is to be from loco. draftsman to chief
draftsman, then to works manager gnd then
to chief mechanical engineer. Just imagine
the effect of that on men who have been for
many years in the department and who
thought that their live of promotion would be
to those positions! Here iz a man brought
from England and put over the heads of men
who have been in the serviee for many years,
and he is distinctly -told that this will be his
line of promotion. Tn effect, the other men
have been told that they have no chance of
aspiring to these jobs. This is not the way to
keep a contented service, or to get men to
do their best, and it does not tend to the
harmonious working of the service. There
has been sufficient in the Press reeently re-
garding other appointments and I need not
refer to them, but I hope the Government will
make inquiries. The member for Katanning
{(Mr. A. Thomson)} eomplained that the Com-
misgioner has not a free hand. In my judg-
ment, he has too free a hand. This should
be a matter of public policy and the Com-
missioner should not be permitted to play
fast and loose as he appears to he doing.
During my remarks on the Address-in-reply,
I mentioned that a number of new appoint-
ments bad been made of distriet offieers,
which meant new expenditure. This was de-
nied by the Minister for Railways by way
of interjeetion, but I noticed that when he
spoke, he made no reference to the ereation
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of these positions. It has sinee been argued
that the appointment of district engineers
meant a saving. No man has been able to
give a specific instance to show that it has
meant a saving.

The Minister for Works: Then you should
impearh the Commissioner,

Mr. MeCALLYM: That is the duty of the
Government. I claim to have a right to
eriticise and to point out what I think ought
to be done.

The Minister for Works: Quite so, but if
the Commissioner is as bad as all that, we
should impeach him,

Mr, MeCALLUM, These new appointments
a3 distriet engineers are considered by rail-
way men who are in a position to judge to
be an absolute waste of money, and they can-
not point to one instanee where savings have
been effected. In the case of Northam and
Bunbury, so far from therc being transfers
of engineers from one position to another,
we have two new and distinet positions ere-
ated, and the salaries involved in each case
total £1,600, These positions regquire more
than the engineer; there is a staff as well,
and the amount of salaries per year is £1,600,
There ean be no saving, and ne saving has
been effected by these appointments, There
is ample room for improvement in the ad-
ministration of the railways. Though we have
not an inside knowledge of the department,
we know there is great dissatisfaction among
the employees. Travel where one will around
the State, there are complaints from the
gencral public abont the administration. I
hope the Government do not stand to endorse
the poliey of repudiating the principles of an
agreement arrived at in the settlement of an
industrial dispute, but since it has oeccurred
in this instance, I hope it will not oceur in
any other Government department in future.

My, JOHNSTON  (Williams-Narrogin)
[5.20]: I regret that the member for Scuth
Fremantle (Mr. McCallum) should have eriti-
cisged the poliey of spur railways in the agri-
cultural districts of Western Australia,

AMr, MeCallum: T did not; I made that
perfectly clear.

AMr. Willeock:
run at a loss.

Mr. JOHNSTON: T do not know that
they involve any greater loss than any other
part of the railway system. In thé portion
of Western Australia served by the spur
lines, a large number of people have heen
settled. They are improving their land and
are doing excellent work for the State, send-
ing in huge quantities of wheat and hay to
augment the traffic on the main lines. All
this progress and settlement and development
is going on in the new districts, and parti-
cularly in those which have been opened up
hy the spur lines, The spur lines in the tim-
ber districts, too, are doing cxcellent work
in supplying the main lines with freight, 1
cannot sit quietly by and hear any reflection
cast upon the poliey of building spur lines
through these fine new agricultural districts.

He merely said they were



[6 Decemper, 1921.]

It is a pity that we cannot get a return
shiowing the reeceipts from the different spur
lines, as well as from the main railways. We
would then know exactly where the loss “is
taking place. At any rate, I think successive
Governments, including the Scaddan Govern-
ment, should be congratulated on the policy
which led to the building of these spur rail-
ways. They have been built through many
of the best portions of Western Australia,
and it would have been a sorry thing for the
State if they had not been built when
maferial was 30 mueh cheaper thau it is to-
day. This policy has always had my hearty
support. T was glad to hear the hon. mem-
ber’s intimation that he had no desire to
reflect on that policy, but I understood that
his remarks tended that way. But for his
remarks, I might not have directed atten-
tion to the fact that we are conducting some
very expensive services in the metropolitan
and suburban areas. A great many traina
have to be run in the suburban areas during
the night and they are patronised almost en-
tirely by people who have season tickets
which they purchase in order te travel to
and from their work.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The season ticket is
different from the workman’s ticket.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I am not referring to
the workman’s ticket, I know that the work-
man’s ticket only permits a person to travel
on the one journey a day and baek home. But
the season ticket, which is issued for quite a
reasonable rate, enables a person to travel
to and from his work in the day and also to
uge the ticket at night. During all hours of
the night, the Commissioner has to run trains
in order that suburban season tieket holders
might be able to patronise the metropolitan
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Hon, W. C. Angwin: They have to pay
extra for season tickets.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I am referring to season
tickets, and I emphasise that the fortunate
possessor- of a season ticket can travel to and
fro as often as he likes for the one paymeut.
Consequently, the Commissioner is put to a
good deal of expense in order to carry people
to and from the metropolitan area after work-
ing hours that they might visit pieture shows,
for which service the Commissioner receives
no extra payment from the season ticket
holders.

Mr, Teesdale: The season ticket represents
a big rise on the worker’s ticket.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The season tickets
are used as workers’ tickets as well.

Mr, JOHNSTON: The policy of spur lines,
which has been criticised, is one which has
aVways appealed to me. If members want io
attack something, they might attack the cheap
suburban season tickets, and the fact that
the Commissioner is put to great expenmse by
holders of these tickets in order that they
might travel to picture shows and other city
amusements at night.

Hon. W. . Angwin: Are you sure of that?
That is only assumption on your part.
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Mr, JOHNSTON:
it is so.

Hoen, W, C. Angwin: Tt is only agsomption.

AMr. JOHNSTON: The hon. member can
sce it for himself every night. I have before
me a copy of the supplement to the ‘Gov-
ernment Gaszette’” issued on the 25th No-
vember, headed ‘¢ Western Australian Govern-
rent Railways, Goods rates, Classifieation and
general regulations for the conveyance of
merchandise and livestock and jetty regula-
tions, wharfage charges, ete,’” Another por-
tion of it is headed ‘¢ Western Australian Gov-
ernment Railways, coaching rates and general
rngulations for the conveyance ‘of passengers,
parcels and livestock, local and intersystem.’’
This is & document of 397 pages of closely
printed matter. I have compared it with the
rate book issued in 1919 and, after spending
an hour or two on it, I have found it very dif-
fieult to ascertain what differences the new
clagsification makes in passenger, freight and
other rates as compared with those in force
previougly.

Mr. A. Thomson: The 1919 rate for mis-
¢sllaneous was 15s. 11d. and to-day.it is
2¢s, 8d.

Mr. JOHNSTOXN: T hope the Government
will tell us the effect of this new rate list.
I do not ask for complete details; I do not
want to know the difference in each of the
itfems. But the Government should tell us
whether these new rates mean a general or
ouly a special increase in railway freights.
The Government should tell us how much
more money they expect to receive under the
new rates which came into operation on the
Ist Decemhber. Some items have been al-
tered, and the effect in those cases has been
to inerease rates. But if any alteration of a
general nature has beer made, we are entitled
to & frank statement regarding its effect. If
ng great alteration has been made, I must ex-
press regret that the cxpense of preparing
this new list of 397 pages should have been
ineurred by the department for nothing.

The Minister for Works: The old rate
book was full of alterations.

Mr. JOINSTON: The new book is not too
clear as to the extent of freight inereases.
I have heen comparing some of the rail-
way statisties for Jast year with those for
the present year and T would like to put om
record some the differences which appear to
require explanation, In comparing the re-
snlts of last year’s operations with this
year’s, I find that the mumber of miles of
railway opened was 3,539 in both years. The
railway mileage operated on was the same
in both cases. I find that for the year ended
on the 30th June 1920, there were 3,071,936
tons of goods and stock carried over our rail-
ways, a3 compared with 3,015,704 tons of
goods and stoek carried in the year ended
on the 30th June, 1921. 8o that there
were 56,232 tonms less of goods and
stock carried in this last year than in the
previous year. Then I find that the earnings
from the carriage of goods and stock for the

I know for a faet that
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year ended on the INth June, 1920, were
£1,794,908, whilst in the latter year, with a
smaller quantity of freight in the form of
pocds ond  stock the earnings rose to
£1,637,079. This fizure shows an inerease of
£243,071 paid by vonsignors for the carringe
of 56,242 tons less. Then 1 find that in the
year ended on the :Hth June, 1920, there
were 18,411,231 passengers journeys, whilst
on the 30th Jupe, 1921, there were 17,732,571
pPassenger journvys, or G745,660 fewer passen-
gor journeys than in the previous year. Not-
withstanding that fact, [ find that cuvaching
or passenger earnings ineressed very tuch in
the latter year as compared with the previons
vear, increased by no loss than £146,135, not-
withstanding the fact that the number of
pussenger journeys was reduced by 678,660,

The Premier: The fares had to be in-
inereased in order to mwet the increascd
wiges and costs,

Mr. JOHNSTOXN: Despite these increases,
we appeatr to have lost more money on the
railway service at the end of the year. Next
as regards miscellaneous veceipts, from wharf-
age, rents, cte., these receipts for the year
ended June, 1920, were £132,096, which com-
pares with £171,046 for the year ended June,
1421, the latter year showing an inercase of
£35,930 in respect of misecllancous services.
As regards the number of railway employees,
I find that ibe total on the 30th June,
1921, was 7,609, which compares with a total
of 8,083 on the 30th June, 1921, In the latter
year the number of employees thus inereaseid
by 414, although I know, and I regret—one
always regrets dismissals—that since the end
of the finaneial year the Government have felt
compelled to put off 2 number of railway
employees. After allowing for interest, the
loss on the working of the Railway Depart-
ment for the year ended on the 30th .June,
1021, was £418,317, as against £399,215 for
the previous finaneial year. Hon., memhers
will see that the same wmileage of railways
carried 56,232 tons less freight last year than
in the preceding year, and collected £243,071
more revenue for transporting the lesser ton-
nzge. These figures show the incidence of
the high freights on the development of this
State'’s industries. The figures alsa show
that passenger journeys for the year 1920-21
decreased by 678,660 as compared with the
journeys in 1919-20, and that for the lesser
service the Railway Department collected
£146,135 more revenue than that eollected from
passenger journeys in 1919-20; and this not-
withstanding the fact that first elass passen-
ger journeys decreased by 168,402 ns against
1919-20. In other words, a large number of
people, owing to the increased fares, travelled
second class instead of first class. Again,
notwithstanding the deereases in  fonnage
and passengers, it will be seen on page 12
of the Commissioner’s report that the depart-
ment used 6,293 tons more coal in this last
vear than in 1919-20. That is a matter call-
ing for explanation.

The Premier: Tt in due to the non-use of
Newenstle coal,
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: That has been the
case during previous years also,

L AMr. JOHNSTON: The 6,283 additional
tons of coanl would cost roughly €4,000, plus
¢harges for haulage and distribution. Fug-
thermore, there was an increase of 64,667
miles in the train mileage, te carry less
freight and fewer passengers. The figures
appear to me to show a lark of peneral
pelicy in the mdministration of the Hail-
wiuy  Department., I commuend the  Gov-
erument for showing an appreciation of
the position, and for recognising the necel
of a searching investigation inte the working
of the raitways. In the Railway Departnient
this country is making the losses which con-
stitute the principal portion of the deficit,
and this despite repeated inereases of freiglits.
I trust that if the proposed standing commit-
tee on public works should bhe arthorised, one
of the first functions, if not the very first
function, assigned to the committee will be
an investigation of the Railway Department,
to ascertain how it comes about that while
the taxpayers are being charged considerably
more money for appreciably lessened services
the working of the railways shows an even
larger loss than before. Now just to finalise
this reveiw of the 1919-20 and the 1920-21
working of the railways: the loss for 1920-21
was £418,370; the increased collection from
freight on goods and stock was £243,071; the
increased collection from passenger fares was
£146,135; the increases from wharfages and
rents amounted to £38,930-—the total of in-
ereased collections, as compared with 1919-20,
being £428,126, and this for the same ser-
vices. And yet we lost on the railways for
1020-21 a sum of £418,370, as compared with
£399,215 for 1919-20. To sum up in one sen-
tence: As compared with 1919-20, in 1920.
21 the Railway Department was run at a loss
of £846,526 and employed 414 additional men
to render the lesser services. The department
reeeived £428/156 from inereased charges,
and still lost £418370. 1 am not blam-
ing anyone at this stage. But the figures I
have givea demonstrate the necessity for a
searching investigation into the administra-
tion of the Railway Department. The Gov-
ernment have shown their appreciation of
that need in conmection with the Public
Works Committee Bill. Should that measure
fail to pass angther place, then I would urge
the Premier to appoint a-Royal Commission to
carry out the investigation. What the per-
sonnel of the Commission should be, I leave
to the Govermnment. In any ecase, such
an investigation should be carried out
in order to secure the best possible advice on
how to stop the disastrous drift in the fin-
ances of the Railway Department. Then Par-
liament, meeting next July, will have avail-
able a report dealing with this vital question
of railway finance, and recommendations as
to the best means of making our railways
more useful to the development of Western
Australia, while at the same time, if it can
possibly be done consistently with assisting
in our developmental policy, causing them to
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be run on lines which will vield better finan-
cial results than those which have character-
ised their working during recent years.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [5.42]: I
should not have spoken but for the remarks
which have fallen from the last speaker. In-
deed, I Lad not intended to speak on the Es-
timates at all. Tt must be patent to the hom.
member that the railways of this State are
not run on commereial lines, They are not
run on commercial lines for the simple ren-
son that the party to which the hon. member
belongs dominates the Government of the
State to the extent of even preventing the
ranning of the railway department as a sound
comnnercial proposition. I do not speak in
any spirit of disparagement. Tt scems to
me, however, that the members of the Coun-
try Pavty do not realise their respomnsibilities
to this State. After all is snid and done,
every political element in this TParliament
has for a Tong time felt, indeed, has for many
vears felt, the nced for assistance to the
farmer. To-day T think is a day when we
may have to review the position to the extent
of asking whether the farmer should not pay
reasonably for the service which he is receiv-
ing from one of the big publie utilities.

Mr. A, Thomson: Does he pot pay now?

Mr, LAMBERT: My hon. friend knows
the farmer does not.

Mr. A, Thomsen: You have never analysed
the Commissioner's report.

Mr. LAMBERT: T have analysed it
through aud through, and 1 am satisfied that
the farmer is not paying a remunerative rate

for the service which he receives from the

Railway Department.

Mr. A. Thomson: That is contradieted by
the Commissioner’s report, -

Mz, LAMBERT: The Commissioner him-
seif is to-day helpless. If it is the intention
of Parliument to bind that official hand and
foot regarding ratez for any specific pur-
pose——-

Mr. A. Thomsen: I wish I counld reply to
you.

Mr. LAMBERT: I would not mind. How-
ever, I think it well that the Leader of the
Country Party should reply oa behalf of the
farmers with respect to matters having an im-
portant kearing on the agrienltural industry.

‘We should review the position of every ser-

viee rendered to various sections ‘of the com-
munity, and so allow Parliament to assess
the respective valne of that serviee to the
State, to the Consolidated Reveunne, and to
the railway finances. I do not believe in the
granting of indirect concessions by the Rail-
way Department. The railway svstem should
be run first on commercial lines. Having
said that, let me say there are many eon-
tributory factors to the development of the
State. They refleet to a big extent the in-
direct benefits aceruing from our railway sys-
tem. Those henefits, I think, should be
assessed and paid from Consolidated Revenue,
That would be a far more business-like way
of runnping the Railway Department. How-
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-knowledge could do.
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ever brilliant the Commissioner of Railways
may be, he connot make ends wmeet if we
use the railways as part of onr developimental
scheme. Every concession given by the rail-
ways should be known to the 2Mouse and
should be assessed by competent assex-ors.

Mr. A, Thomson: Do youn believe the 1louse
carable of assessing it?

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, I think we have sui-
ficient collective knowledge in the House for
that.

Mr. Teesdale: Somewhat high ideals!

Mr. LAMBERT: No, it is very easy to
assess the amount which should he alloeated
to, say, mining by the ageney of the Rail-
way Lepartment, ¢asy to assoss the mumowont
te be given from {('ousclidated Revenue
throngh the Railway Department fo the as-
sistanee of farming. It would be equally
easy in regard to pastoral and all other in-
dustries wihich affeet the economic and social
life of the State.

My, Tevsdaie: How would vou run tie rail-
ways commeteially, if you studied these in-
ustries ?

Mr, LAMRBERT: We counld devide the
amount o be set aside for the envourinicment
of any industry through the agencex of the
Railway Depatment.  That would then be
made ¢ vote on the Estimates for the xear,
and” the Railway Department would be cred-
ited with the amount from Censolidated Rev-
cnue, Then we shounld arrive at a point where,
if ends were not made to meet hy the
managerial ability of the Commissioner of
Railways, we conld intimate ty him that we
would hold him retponsitle. 1 onlv hope
that members will think along those lines.
Country Party members must realise that eur
finanees are in a serions econdition, that we
cannot go on exacting concessions from the
Government whieh will ultimately end in the
bankruptey of the State. I ask them to real-
ise that while they are respomsible for the
being of the Government, it is politically im-
moral for them to go on cxpecting this big
trading c¢oncern to continue piling up de-
ficits month after month. The memher for
Williams-Narrogin  (Mr. .Johnston) appar-
ently thought he had discovered something
wrong in the management of the railways.
The favlt is not with the management. The
Commissioner is doing as well as any other
Jevel-headed ‘business man  with technieal
The trouble is with
Parliament. Tt iz hypocritical to say the
Commissioner of- Railways iz at fawlt: it is
Parliament which is at fauwlt. It is Parlia-
ment that must solve the problem of whether
the railways are to be run as a develop-
mental agency for the opening up of the
State, or whether they are to he run on com-
mereial lines,

Mr, Willeoek: Tt is not Parliament, but
the Government, for the Government fix the
rates.

Mr., LAMBERT: After all, Parliament is
paramounf over the Government. 1t is true
the Government fix the railway rates: but
let me remind the hon. member that hefore
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we have the temerity to ask the Commis-
sionet to run the system on commereial lines,
we have to decide whether or not the rail-
wavs are to be vsed as part of our develop-
mental scheme. If we are to properly appor-
tion the services rendered by the railways in
the development of the country, there is only
one wuy to do it, namely, first to get the
very best advice, eithey by a public works
committee or by a Royal Commission, as to
the scrvices rendered, and then to allocate an
equivalent sum from Congolidated Revenue
to the railways sp as to restore them to the
forws of a commerecial proposition. Sinee we
are an over-railwayed young State grid-
ironedd with developmental ralways, it iz im-
possilile to run the system on commercial
lines unless we aceept a different conception
of railway management, unless we agree that
it is not so much what we can expeet of the
railways as what the Railway Department
ean expect of Parliament. Jt is the height
of hypoerisy to expeet the Commissioner to
halanee his Jedger when every element in the
House is working day and night in the
undermining of the railways as a eommereial
coneern.

Mr. Troy: That is rather an extravagant
statement.

Hou. W. €', Angwin: One 1 do not agree
with.

AMr. LAMBERT: Tf my hon. friend does
not agree, it certainly must be extravagant.
Trrespective of my friend's disagreement
with my belief, T beld that if we are to ex-
peet financial resnlts from the railways, they
must he placed on an altogether differcnt
hasis. They must be handed over to the Com-
missioner and removed from Ministerial eon-
trol. That would be a necessary corollary to
their Twing run on commercial lines.

Mr. Willeock: But we do mot advocate
that.

Mr. LAMBERT: No, but it is a necessary
eorollary to running the railways on commer-
cial lines. 'We cannot have Parliament dic-
tating a ecertain line of aetion for develop-
meéntal purposes, and still expect the Commis-
sioner to make his railways commereially suc-
cessful. Let the Government formulate some
policy under which the railways can be defi-
nitely commereialised, Every day we have
discussions in the newspapers and by Cham-
bers of Commerce and other foreign-intevest-
representing concerns in Perth.

The Premier: Not foreign-interest-repre-
senting.

Mr. LAMBERT: But the Chambers of
Commerce do represent foreign interests.
They never stand for any sentiment towards
loenl interests. I say that with all the de-
testation and hate 1 can conjure wp. They
represent foreign interests, foreign to every
sentiment and love that we have for this coun-
try. We should have a review of the position
of our railwavs in relation to the finanees of
the State. The member for Williams-Narro-
gin blamed the Government.

Mr. Johnston: T dil not blame the Govern-
ment.

. *ket that is.available there for us.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. LAMBERT: Weil, I do not know
whom you were blaming. At all events, the
Government should formulate a definite
policy in respeet of the railways. The people
have n right to know the services which the
railways render to the people, a right to know
to what extent as an agency the railways are
usel for developmental purposes, a right to
know the amounts chargeable, whether to rev-
entte, loan or any other aeccount, which the
railways should pay and be reimbursed.

Mr, Tessilale: Would you allow them to
formulate a policy of wages and salaries; for
that would be necessary if the railways were
ran on commercial lines?

Mr. Willeock: It is against the law of the
Jand.

Mr. LAMBERT: That is a matter which
affects the policy of the State. Some day the
hon. membher may realise that the people of
the State and not the Government, lay dewa
the poliey in these matters. A member’s
ideas may he prejudiced, and vile and re-
pugnant to the ideas of those who hold more
advanced ideals as to the policy of the State
being dietated by the people and mot by the
Government.

The ("HATRMAXN: Will the hon. member
confing himself to the question before the
Chair? :

Mr. LAMBERT: I have finished.

Mr. ANGELO (Gaseoyne) [6.0]: During
the debate several members have criticised the
action of the Minister for Railways in being
away from Western Australia and from lis
seat in Parliament during the debate on these
Estimates.  Up to the present I have not
heard a single member, whether a member
of the Govermment, or the cross benches, say
anything in  defence of the Minister. I
should like the House to be made aware of
the fact that there 33 one member who is only
too pleased to know that the Minister for
Railways, who is also Minister for Industrics,
has taken charge of the delegation to the
Duteh 1inst Indies and Singapore.

Mr. Johunston: You have no railways in
your electorate, have you?

Mr. ANGELO: I do not know what that
has to do with it. I visited Java and Singa-
pore some vears ago, and was struck by the
great possibilities of trhde between those
countries and this State, and the great mar-
That is
why I think the Minister for Railways is
better occupied in opening up these markets
for Western Australia than in sitting here
replying to criticisma on the railway Kati-
mates. If was necessary for someone to re-
present this State, though it is somewhat un-
fortunate that the Minister was obliged to
he away during the sitting of FParliament,
It would have been useless tor the delegation
to have gone without being accompanied by
a representative of the Government. We can-
not sell our meat because the markets are
plutted. At our very door we have a market
in the near East, which only requires to be
opened up to be made full use of. Flour has
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fallen 60 per cent. in value in the Home mar-
kets during the past 12 wmonths. Here we
have a market at our very doors, whieh wilk
consume a considerable amount of our flour,
Tg it not the duty of the Government, then,
to open vp this trade?

Hon. W, €. Angwin: You are selling flour
to them at Gs., and at 9s. to the people of this
State.

Mr. ANGELO: When I was in Java
I met representatives from the Govern-
ments  of Vietoria and New  South
Wales. That was before the war began,
and before there wns the same neees-
sity Ffor opening up these markets, Their

representatives were doing their wtmost to
secare the trade for Victoria aud New South
Wales.  Without a Government representa-
tive we could not expeet to oust theiv already
established connections, It is ouly hy means
of Government representation that we ean
hope to do so.  Goods are being dumped
inte Java from Awustralia that are not up to
samplie.  We therefore regnire a Minister,
speaking on behalf of Western Australia, to
guarantee to the Governments of those coun-
tries with which we wish to trade that the
goods we shall semd them will be true to
sample.

Mr. Willeoek: Is the hon. member in order
in speaking along these lines?

AMr. ANGELO: "I am disenssing the ab-
senve of the Minister for Railways. Without
the presence of a Government representative
to guarantee to these other Governments that
our goods would be truwe to sample, we ¢an-
not ¢xpeet to trade with them. Members seem
to forget that there are railways in Java and
Singapove. The Minister for Railways will,
therefore, have an opportunity of looking at
these and comparing our system with theirs.
That ts another veason for his going. My
own opinion is that the Minister for Rail-
ways is deoing an invaluablg serviee to the
State by opening up these markets at a time
when we so badly need them. [ regret the
eritietsms which have been levelled against
him, and wish it to be known that I for one
do not endorse them.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hanaans) [6.5]: With my
Jeader, I wish to voice my protest against the
sttitude adopted by the Railway Department
in leasing & portion of ocur railway system.
1 have worked ount the figures pretty accu-
rately, and I see from the speech of the
Leader of the Opposition that he has stated
them pretty accurately, as to what the rev-
enne would have been for the State had the
Government havwled the firewood over the
Coolgardic section of the railways. If nego-
tiations bad gone on between the Railway De-
partment and the firewood company, for the
purpose of permitting the company to supply
wood to the mines at Kalgoorlic and Boulder
at n reasonable rate, in all probability the
Government would have granted some conees-
sion to the company and probably not have
vharged the 2s. 8d. per ton for the difference
in the mileage. T admit that if the Govern-
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ment had charged the extra 2s. 8d. per ton,
that amount would have been passed on us a
burden upon the mining indostry.

The Premier: That is right.

My, MUNSIE: At the present prive of
firewood, the mines would probably not have
been able to bear the additional burden.

The Premier: The company ouly has the
rumting rights and not the sole right.

Mr, MUXNSIE: The Government have gone
further than that. They have given to the
company the sole right over an immense area
of timber country for the purpose of getting
firewood.,  They have granted to this com-
pany- the right to eut owt what has always
been a reserve held lor mining purposes,
When the company gets to the farthest point
of the concession that has now been grauted
to them, even if they have to lauwl firewood
over the 15 miles of Government line, they

will not he as far away as they are now ol-

liged to haul firewood. At least £10000 a
year is being presented to the company. They
could well afford to pay, inasmmch as they
will have at least 20 miles less haulage than
they had before, The Kurrawang wood com-
pany is to-day hauling firewooed 86 miles he-
fore it reaches Kurrawang. The farthest
point of their roncession granted by the Gov-
ermment will not take them 56 wmiles away
from Kurrawang. The Kurrawang line is
laid side by side with the line which will be
used by the Government. The wood trains
according to their agrecments e not sched-
uled to run at any particnlar time, hat are
vun at theiv own convenience. The Govern-
ment have bad to weet claims on some ocea-
siong for produce that has been destroyed by
fire. What ig going to happen if a gowmls
train chances to be running hetwern (‘ool-
gardie and Kurrawang on the one line, ami
a wood train laden with wood happens to he
going to the same destination on the other
line, the onc using Collie coa! which is sup-
posed to be bad from the sparking point of
view, and the other using firewood withont
any spark arresters at all?

The Minister for Works:
pen?

Mr. MUNSIE:
burnt out.

The Minister for Works: Nonsense!

Mr. MUNSIE: It is not nousense. When
the woodline companies are taking produte
from the Kalgoorlie end to its destination,
they keep & man walking backwards and for-
wards over the trucks putting out the fires,
The man eonld not be walking backwards anil
forwards on the Government trains,

The Minister for Works: You snil the
Government trains were carrying Collie coal.

Mr. MUNSIE: I said they were nsing
Collie coal, which is claimed to be had from
the sparking point of view. There is no com-
parison between wood fuel without a spark
arrester, and Collie coal. There are no gpark
arvesters on the Kurrawang engines. They
use their own locomotives, and their own
tritcks side by side with those on the Govern-
ment track. T am positive the Commissioner

What could hap-

Half the train could be
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dil not grant this concession except with the
conenrrenee of the Government.

The Minister for Works: You want to be
sare,

Mr. MUNSIE: The Premier by interjee-
tion admitted that the Commissioner had con-
sulted the Minister beforc_taking this step.
When he consulted the Minister I am positive
that he also had the coneurrence of the *Gov-
cinment. No Government department would
enter into sueh a contriact without consulting
the Minister, Tt was only natural the Com-
missioner should do so when handling a big
deal Jike this. The Premidér admitted that
it wns so by interjeetion to the Leader of the
Oppusitien.

Hon, W. . Angwin: Tt must be an order
of the Exceutive Council.

Mr. MUNSIE: It has been stated that it
was o good deal for the Government, hecause
they are getting 2,000 a year for nothing.
The Leader of the Opposition has poinied out
that the Government are compelled to main-
tain this 15 wmiles of railways, which will cost
more than the rent received to keep in re-
paiv.  Aecording to the Commissioner’s re-
port, taking the average cost of maintaining
the railways of the Btate, providing for in-
terest, sinking fund, cte,, this 15 miles sec-
tion will cost more than £2000 a yeas. The
Government will, therefore, lose from that
stamdpoint.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 1o 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MUNSIHE:  There is aot very muach
more that T wish to say in connection with
the Hailway estimates. T desire to ¢mphasise
one point, however.  Probably eighteen
months ago, there wags somc trouble on the
golilfivlds in connection with tire firewood
compianies, A settlement of that trouble was
cffceted by o concession which was granted
to the companies, Many people are under the
impression that the concession which we
have heen diseussing is the one that was
granted to the companies on that oceasion. 1
wish to disabnse members’ minds on that
point. The one to which attention hag been
drawn by the Leader of the Oppoesition i
the seeond coneession in connection with the
railways that has been granted to the com-
pany. There are other conecessions as well,
but they do not concern us in the disecussion
. of the Vote before the Committee. So far as
T ean ascertain no provision is made in the
agreement for extra inspeetion Ly the Gov-
crnment regarding the loading of the wood
trucks. The Kurrawang Firewood Company
load their trucks in the bush, and hring them
in to the mine. Even before the comncession
now under diseussion was granted, the com-
pany had seven miles of Government rail
ways over which to haul their wood. With
the new concession, however, they have the
right to haul from Coclgardie, a distanee of
. 15 mnes atongside the Government railways.
They are nof using the eoneession at the pre-
scnt time hut when thev do commenee to
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utilise their right under that coneession, the
position will be as T have described. If there
is not a closer inspection regarding the load-
ing of the wood trucks, accidents will occur,
and they will not affect the wood trains, but
the Government lines. I hope that the Pre-
mier, while he is representing the Minister for
Railways, will go closely into this aspeet, and
see that the loading of firewood into trucks
is closely scrutinised before the company are
allowed to run their trains alongside (he
Government railways. T cnter my emphatie
protest against the Government leasing any
portion of the railway system without con-
sulting Parliament. T am firmly convineed,
in eommen with the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, that the reply given by the Minister for
Education in another place definitely lays it
down that the lease was granted under the
wrong section of the Aect. It was granted
under the section dealing with sidings, and
it is rather stretching the imagination to re-
gard a railway length of 15 miles as a siding.
Tf the eoncession went through the ordinary
course, such as has to be adopted in con-
neetion with the leasing of any porfion of
the Government railways, the papers in con-
nection with the deal and the regulations
wonld have to be Iaid on the table of the
House, and we wpuld then have had an op-
portunity of discussing the matter bofore the
lease was completed.  Ad it is, the contract
is signed, and the Government will be liable
to comply with its terms for a period of three
vears. The Governmment should rececive the
censure of the House, owing to this particular
deal. They are constantly cerying out regard-
ing the public utilities, whieh, thev say, con-
stitute the chief cause of the defieit, Here we
have n  Government sguealing  about the
finances and the want of traflic for the rait-
ways, and when they get an opportunity of
having 145,000 tons of woed carted over
their line in a vear they part with this con-
cession for a sum of £2,000 per annum and,
in  addition, agree to maintain  the
line. Tf that sort of thing 1is re-
garded as a means for getting the railways
out of their present difficulty, it strikes me as
heing rather peeuliar. T want to voiee my
strong protest also against the method that is
being introdueced in connection with our rail-
way system in the direction of ‘‘pimping.’’

The Minister for Works: What is that!

Mr. O'Loghlen: Tt was there in vour
titne.

Mr. MUNSIE: T refer to a regulation
issued by the present Commissioner offering a
reward or bonus, whichever way members like
to regard it, to employces of the Railway
Department who pimp on the passengers. I
also object to the methods adopted by some
of the heads of the department to ascertain
whether the railway employees are earrying
out their dutics or not. I do not know that
T would be justified in giving instances, but
I cannot let this opportunity go without mak-
ing a statement regarding that position. Reg-
ulations were issued prohibiting smeking in
non-smoking cars, and prohibiting passengers
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from putting their feet on the seats. With
both those regulations I agree, There are
smokingr compartments set apart for those
whe desire to smoke, and these should be
used. Seats are not provided for people to
put their feet on but for them to sit upon,
and I think they should be used for that
purpose. I do object, however, to the methods
emploved by some heads of the Railway De-
partment to ascertain whether employees are
doing their duty, in acting as pimps and re-
rorting people who break these rgulations.
After the two vegulations to which X have
referred were issued, one of the heads en-
tercd a non-smoking compartment, filled his
pipe, put both feet on the seat, and started
smoking, When asked if he did not know
he was breaking the regulations, he said:—
““Yes, but 1T want to find out if the men are
deing their duty or not."' That is not right.
I do not think that is «doing a fair thing
by the railway publie,

Mr. O'Loghlen interjected.

Mr. MUXSIE: [ agree with the member
for Forrest that if some of the railway em-
ployees had seen this particular head of the
department breaking the regulations, they
might have been rather afraid to corrcet him.

Mr.  Marshall:  Many of the employees
woull be afraid to report the matter.

M. MUXNSIE: No wan should be allowed
to set traps for the employees in the Railway
Departiment.  For all | know, some of them
may have been brought to hoolt hecause some
of the railway employees evidently saw the
hedd of the department to whom I have re-
ferred.  There are innumerable othey regula-
tions which have heen issued recently in con
neetion with the railways, and, in iy opinion,
these are having the efiect of redneing the
svstem to the status of a **Darktown rail-
way.’ I do not know what the ohjeet of
some of these regulations may be. There is
the case of the men who arve travelling on
the trains along the main passenger line; I
refer not to the conductorvs, but to the in-
spectors. When a passenger gets a ticket
at the railway station, the station-master has
to make a note of the sale of the ticket, and
also of the destination of the passenger. Un-
der the pnew regulation, the depariment, not
content with duplicates, require the inspector
to take four copies of all particulars from
Kellerberrin to Kalgoorlie. Wherever the
passenger gocs to, it must be noted and re-
cords have to be kept of everyone who gets
on or gets off at stations between the two
points [ have mentioned. These four sheets
then have to be sent to head officee.  The
effect of this will be an increased clerical
staff at the lhead officee In any case it is
only getting information whirh is already
supplied on every ticket. Why then the neces-
gity for duplicating all this information?
There are 3 dozen and one regulations issued
in connection with the department, which
are open to criticism. We talk about the
system not paying, but if we continue on the
road we have been travelling recently, there
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is very little hope of the department making
ends meet,

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [7.42]: There is a great change
evidenced on the part of members sitting on
the Ministerial side of the House compared
to what was exhibited a few years ago re-
garding seeret contracts. Members who were
present in this Chamber only a few years
age, konow that the guestion of- secret con-
tracts was like a red rag to a bull in those
days. Members, who are now Ministers, could
hardly sit stili in their seats. They all wanted
to get up at once and condemn seeret con-
tracts,  The position, unfortunately, has
changed, and teo-day we have another seeret
contract for Parliament to consider. No
doubt the Prewier wili try to give an expla-
nation of the position.

The Premier: I want to sce the contraet.
Hun, W. C. ANGWIN: There is no differ-
ence hetween the letting of 135 miles or letting
the whole of the railways on lease, for the
principle is the smne. | am of the opinion
that the people will strongly resent the leas-
ing of the railways to private concerns
Mr. Witleock: Or any portion of them.
Mr, MacCallum Smith: What about some

of them being sold?

Hon, W, (L ANGWIN: | have always bean
of the opinion that the railwavs in Australia
have not reached the stage of business pro-
positions. The railways in Westorn Austra-
lia are more of the developmental type than
far the purpose of making the revemue meet
the expenditure, or making the returns meet
the charges for interest and sinking funds.
T remember a few months ago when T was
in England, the cx-Promier of South Aus-
tralia, Mr. Crawford Vaughan, pointed out
to the people of England the diflieulties the
people of Australia were in be.-ause they were

running  their railways at a loss. He
wrote a very stroug article in  the
papera  advising the people to avoid
the  nationalisation of their  railways.

That article appeared in 2 Cardiff paper and
[ took the opportunity while there of pointing
ont through the columns of the same paper
that Australian and Fuoglish railways were
entirely different propositions, that we had
to develop big arcas of country in Australia,
and it was necegsary therefore that the rail-
ways should be used as an undertaking for
developmental purposes rather than for mak-
ing profit. We have made it a hard and fast
rule, s¢ far as the railways are concerned,
that they must be utilised for the development
of the interior of the State. That being so,

_every seetion of the community served by the

railways should be treated alike. We have
many . primary industries in Australia, but
unfortunately some of my friends can only
sec and only know of one primary industry,
and so long as that industry gets every ad-
vantage they are not comcerned about how
the others are treated. We were told the
other night, when diseussing this question,
that the rates, so far as the agrieultural in-
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dustry was coneerned, bad been iucrensed
equally with the rates affecting other in-
dustries which had business relations with the
railways. Let us see how the position ap-
plies. We find that the timber earnings per
ton per mile last vear amounted to .60 per
cent, more than in the previous year. In
regard to coal, which is an industry which
should be assisted, because it helps in the
development of other industries in the State,
the inereasé per ton per mile was 42 over
the inerease of the previous year. Then we
eome to minerals. The mining industry, as
we know, has gone through trying times, far
more trving than has the agrieultural in-
dustry, especially during the past few years.
The inercase in this department amounted to
31, XNext we ecome to fruit and garden
produce. This industry should run hand in
hand with that of agriculture. We knaw that
fruit growers in Western Australia suf-
fered considerably during the war period,
more 50 than any other kindred induostry. The
market for fruit for some years past has been
entirely cut out, and fruit growers have hren
compelled to consign their produets to pigs,
beeause it did not pay to send anything te
the market. The increase so far as this in-
dustry was concerned amounted to .28, In
regard to fertilisers we find that the increase
was only .12, while wheat, which brouwght
an exeellent price, and the highest ever known
ia the history of Australia, was increased
only .06, These figures which I have quotel
show that the private industries in Western
Australia have not been treated alike as the
(‘ommissioner would have us believe, The
only reason 1 van assign is that some primary
industries have greater representation in this
House, and while the Commissioner objects
to political influence being exercized in the
carrying on of the business of the railways,
he realises that that influence is so strong
as affecting one particular industry, that he
protects that industry without pressure be-
ing bronght to bear.

Mr. A. Thomson: Ti is time you got a new
story. ’

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: 1 have stated noth-
jng.but actual faets. The hon. member need
only Inok at the Commissioner’s report. [t
shows that while the Commissioner objects
to political influence in certain directions, he
knows in which direetion it is strong and can
bhe exereised, :

Mr. A. Thomson: You prove that to your
own satisfaetion verv successfully,

Mr. Willeack: Yon cannot contradiet it.

AMr. A, Themson: T ean.

Hon, W. . AXGWIX: T received a letter
fraom the Commisssioner in April of this year,
whivh T strongly resent. T understand that
other members have reeeived a similar letter.

Mr, Mann: Tu it about interferenee with
employees?

Hon. W, (", ANOWIX: Yes. T had acea-
sion to write in refanl to the rumming of
engines Jight from East Perth to Fremantle,
and T thought at the time that this was 2
reply to my communication.  On making fur-
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ther inquiries, however, I found that it was
a circular letter, Whilst the Commissioner
may- be right to a certain oxtent in
regard to asking that political assist-
ance should not be given to emplovees,
at the same time lhe overlooks the faet
that when an officer vomes to a decision un u
yuestion, that officer’s report is generally ae-
vepted without further inquiry.  The report
is passed from one oflicer to another and in-
itialed as being in order. It is nmecessary to
see sometimes that justice is dune, and thvre
is nothing wrong about an employee request-
ing a member of Parliament to make inguirvy
inte a matter. On more than one oceasion L
had to make application to the present Min-
ister for Works when (ommissioner of Rail-
ways, and doaring the whole course of my
experience with that gentleman T never re-
ceived any such letter as that which was sent
to me by the present Commissioner, The pre-
sent Minister for Works realised my position
as a member representing a number of elev- |
tors, and he recognised that T was quite right
in asking for eertain information, and at all
times supplied that information as desired
hy me, But that is not to say that because
a member writes to the department in regard
te a particular case, that the Commissivner
must carry out the wishes of the member, He
can, lhowever, and decs In many instanees,
enlighten the memher on the exaet positiou,
and in that way prevents further woirving
by ‘the member for the distriet or the inli-
vidual eoncerned. T would not, and neither
would any hon. member say to the Commis-
sioner that he must reinstate an individual.
As a matter of fact, if 1 were in the (‘ym-
missioner's place and a member said to nie,
*Yon do thig,”’ ¥ wonld quickly tell him to
go to blazes. But a member must be treated
with courtesy and he should not be threatened
in the manner that the Commissioner threat-
ened members in the circular letter that he
issuted.  The lefter T complain of was most
uncalled for, and 1 hope the Commissioner
will eancel it at the earliest moment,
The Minister for Works: Was that lotter
to you?
Hon, W, C, ANGWTIN: Tes,
Mr. Munsie: Every member got one. It
was o most insulting letter.
Hon, W. ¢! ANGWIN: T may as well rea
the coneluding portion of it. It reads:—
T may say that my policy at all times
is to give the utmost possible considera-
tion to the domestic eiremmstances. ete.,
of the emplayees, so far as is consistent
with the efficient performance of the
husiness of the railways, and as overy
facility is given under Rule 16a for
appeal cither to myself ar, in cases of
punishment, to a hoard. which has distnet
jurisdiction umder an Aef of Parvliament
and on whivh each section of the em-
Moxyees haa its own elected representa-
tive, T trust yeu will asree with nie that
reference to political aid should not be
allowed, Anyv snch breaches of Ruole 29
shoull bhe repavded as disobedience  of
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orders on the part of any employee eon-
vernedl and T propose to deal with them
aecordingly,

Will members tell me that that Jetter is not
uncalled for? There was no nceessity to
seid sueh a letter to members. Hon. mem-
beis have their duty to perform equally
with the Comumissioner of Railways. That
brings me to a peint which perhaps is a
transgression in  this instance, because I
tried, I admit, to use a little political infln-
ence in regard to a case which I intend to
quote for the information of the House, and
when I have done so hon. members will, I
am sure, agree that T was right in pursuing
the matter. T could not see the Minister
for Railways, who at the time had left to
go to Java, and knowing that the Premier
was looking after the Railway Department,
I iuterviewed him. A decision was arrived
at by the Commissioner and also by the
union that in connection with the retrench-
ment seleme that was being put into effect,
the single men had to go off first, Married
men whose wives were not resident in the
State wcere to be regarded as single men,
wlhile single men who were the sole support
of their mothers were to be regavded as
married men. I put this matter up as an
injustive which was being done to a young
chap ax the outvome of the retrenchment
scheme, The ease is that of a widow with
seven childeen, One Iad aged 19 was a
cleaner on the railways. Another lad aged
18 was dArawing an ihvalid pension of 15s.
a weck, which was not sufficient to support
him. A girl 17 years of age was in domestic
serviee drawing 12s. 6d. per week. A girl
just under 16 was also in domestic service
receiving 10s. a week, There were three
children under 14 vears of age. The Chari-
ties Department, realising the position,
assisted the mother in the maintenanee of
two children by giving her £1 a week, which
left the boy working in the raliways to
maintain his mother and another e¢bild.
Thus the position was that that lad was
the sole support of his mother. The depart-
ment, however, decided that, as the mother
was getting assistance from the State, and
because there were two girls working, she
wag not dependent upon her son, and the
boy was disnissed from the service. The
position now js that the mother lets a por-
tion of her house and she has an income of
£1 13s. 64, on which to keep a family of
six in food and clothes, after paying her
rent.

Mr. Davies: Was this case brought be-
fore the (‘ommissioner?

Hon., W. (. ANGWIN: I brought it be-
fore the Premier on two occasions. The
Premier put it before the Minister, but up
to date no reply has been received. I said
in the letter I wrote to the Premier, and I
repeat it to-night, that in a case like this
it would be a good thing if it were possible
to put the individual responsible in the
position of the unfortunate employee for
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the purpose of trying to soften his heart.
According to the letter the Commissioner
wrote to me I had no right to see the
Premier. I lnow, however, that the Pre-
mier would not agree to an action such as
that taken by the Commissioner. The
Charities Department realised that a great
injury had been done to this widow and
they immediately assisted her to the extent
of paying her another 7s. a week. This
extra 7s. per week is included in the
£1 13s. 6d. a weck which the mother receives
te maintain six children in food and ecloth-
ing, one of the children being an invalid.

The Minister for Works: That cirenlar
did not apply to you.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I approached the
Minister, amd I think the Minister for
Works would have endeavoured to deul

justly with such a cage.

The Minister for Works:
any other Minister would, too.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The only reason
given was that the mother was not solely
dependent on the boy, that she was getting
relief from the State, and that one girl was
earning 12s. 6d. and another 10s. a week, [
sent a letter to the Premier and that is the
only reason which was given. In such a
ense it is a matter of hardship, and it is
necvessary for the Minister to take steps
as I have indicated. The member for
Williams-Narrogin (Mr, Johnston) is bark-
ing up the wrong tree when he says that
persons who buy seasen tickets are getting
rides for nothing in order to attend picture
shows in the eity. They pay an inereased
rate for the privilege of travelling at any
time they desire. Many season ticket
holders come to the ¢ity in the morning and
return home at aight, and only oceasionaily
visit the city during the evening. - Others
use their season tickets frequently, but to
say that the Commissioner is running trains
at an additional cost for which he gets no
revenue because people travel on their
season tickets is quite wrong. The member
for Coolgardie (Mr, Lambert) referred to a
suggestion which has been before the House
ever since I have been here, and was also
put up by the late Commissioner of Railways,
Mr. Short, that instead of indirect subsidies,
partieularly in regard to Collie coal, there
ghould be a certain amount to subsidise the
department for the losses ineurred in grant-
ing assistance, No doubt this is a very good
idea, but no Government bave adopted the
suggestion. The suggestion, however, is not
new so far as this Housge is concerned. So
long as 1 am a member, I will never cast my
vote in favour of handing over the property
of the people to the sole contrel of any man,
no matter who or what he is. The people own
the railways. These railways must be con-
trolled by the people’s representatives. To
hand over the full control to a Commissioner
as suggested by the member for Coolgardie
would never receive my support. It is a
wrong principle to hand over the property

And T think
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of the people at any time to the control of
oune man. Some sueh things have been done
and the Staie has suffered as a vesult. I trust
the time will never come when the people's
property will be -taken away from the con-
trol of their representatives in  Parliament.
Their represeatatives are the right ones to
eontrol these matters. [f | had my way, I
would wipe out the office of Commiszioner of
Railways. I would have the Minister in
charge of the dejartment and taking the ro-
spongsibility for the department.

The Minister for Works: You wiped me
out, anyhow,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: [ do not know thag
there is a great improvement sinee the Min-
ister left the position. Hal we remaiped in
power, he might have hell the office for a
little longer. I hope that no one will ever
introduce legislation in favour of handing
over the control of the people’s property.
Any move should be in the direction of mak-
ing the Minister respousible to Parliament
rather than permitting him to shelter himself
behimd the Aet which gives the Commissioner
of Railways certain powers,

Mr. SAMPSON (Swan) [85]: T would
like to express my appreciation of the many
courtesies I have received from the officers
of the department, Qu all occasions there
has been a desire to meef any reasonalle
wish, [ feel, however, that the further increase
in railway fares is operating very harshly, and
particularly is this the case with regard to
the outer suburban and hills distriets. By a
species of see-saw arrangements, the railways
have been working fares upwards for a con-
siderable time past. At first the daily fare
was advaneed. Later the price of the monthly
tickets went up, and at a later stage the
schedule for quarterly and half-yearly tickets
was increased and the price based on the
eost of the monthly tickets less & 5 per cent.
deduetion. The cost of monthly tickets has
again been inereased, and the amount to be
saved by purchasing a scason ticket is so
small as to be searcely worthy of considera-
tion, As an instance, the fare from Darling-
ton to Perth by taking monthly tickets works
out at £18 19z a year. That is just about
.double the cost of the yvearly ticket some
gix years ago. The season ticket rate in
the outer suburban distriets has, I believe,
advanced more in proportion than those in
the area in close proximity to the central
station. I claim that people shounld be en-
couraged to live in the country., There is a
great shortage of dwelling-houses in Perth
and the immediate vieinity, The developwent
of our outer areas and the conseguent use of
the train service should be encouraged. Asg
a resnlt of the heavy increases in fares, there
is an absolufe inducement for people fo live
in the city. This i3 surely a wrong poliey.
Season tickets operate to the disadvantage of
the outer suburban distriets. Residents of
Claremont, for imstanee, find it possible to
travel twice, and sometimes thrice daily,
whereas people in some of the hills districts
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find* it impossible to use the line more than on
the outward and homeward journey each day.
Consequently a season ticket does not offer
the same attractiveness as is the case from
stations closer to the metropolis. Because of
the infrequency of the service, it often hap-
pens that holders of season {ickets have to
remain in Perth over night and surely wo
member is desivons that vesideats of the hills
districts should Le put to this addel expense.
I regret that we have heard wnothing recently
with regard to the motor train service or the
use of the internal combustion engine on the
railways. 1 uanderstand that a metor train
servive 15 in wse in Tasmania, and I would

like the Government to give further consid- -

eration to this means of trausport. T know
that three petrol-driven c¢ars have been
ordered, and I am anxionsly looking forward
to their delivery. L hope the use of these
vehieles will he found possible and profitable.

Mr, Davies: Un the Upper Darling Range
lne?

Mr. SAMPSOXN: Yes, and clsewhere, and
I hope that experience will prove that
they are suitable for heavy suburban
traffi-. [t has leen suggested, in view of
the " recent improvement brought ahout in
carburation of spirit both crude and  re-
fined, that kercsene may be used. A car-
baretter reeently brought into use, the ‘' Chal-
lenge,'” has produced wonderful resnits in
this respeet. However, that is another story.
When the three cars arrive, T hope a great
improvement will he possible in the serviee.
Time after time we see frains travelling and
containing very few people. If it were pos-
sible to use these internal combustion en-
gines, it wounld be peossible to run trains
within a radius of, say, 30 miles from Ierth,
at more frequent intervals and at very much
less cost. 1 look forward to the department
giving very serions consideration to the de:
velopment of this method of passenger trafiic,
which I believe will be fo the advantage of
the State. The question is whether it is prac-
ticable; whether this method will stand up
to the reqnirements, or whether the earriages
are suitable for heavy grade work, If these
difficulties are found to be non-existent, then,
undoubtedly, a new era will have heen
brought in, and travelling should be much
cheaper and a better time table should be
possible.

My, J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [8.12]: 1t is
not my intention to weary the Committee by
speaking at length on the railway estimates.
I mercly wish to say a few words as to the
effect on my portion of the system, I regret
exceedingly that figures are not available
to show what sections of the system are pay-
ing and what sections are being run at a loss.
I am perfectly sure that the section between
Jarnadup and Bunbury and Boyup Brook
and Bunbury must be showing a wonderful
profit to the department.

The Minister for Works: And between Pin-
Jarra and Bunbury.

*
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My, SMITH: I do not know about that.
The timber trade is one of the bLuoyant in-
dustries of the State, and if the Governhent
would only throw opew the Crown lands along
the existing railways te the timber hewers,
there would be no question of these lines
paying, and assisting to make up a lot of the
leeway on other purts of the gystem. We
have a Commissioner of Railways who is free
from politieal control; at least he is supposed
to he, hut we know he is not. T regret very
much that it has been neeessary to retrench
600 men. We have oue mile of railwgy for
every 93 of our population. What we re-
quire is more population along our existing
railways, There is no use complaining about
freights and fares. Pertilisers and wheat
and fruit represent an essential and two pro-
doets of our chicf primary industries, which
create the wealth of the State. I am, how-
aver, up against the Minister for Works with
regard to the railway from Jarnadup to I'em-
berton, which railway is under the control
of the HStute Sawmnills, The Premier in his
wisdom is as Minister for Lamls endeavour-
ing to settle people in the country served by
that railway. Those people are having a
hard struggle wnder adverse conditions, and
they have been seeking for xears to find =2
remedy for the ills resulting from the Jarna-
dup-Pemnberton railivay being under the con-
trol and domination of the State Sawmills
Department.  Some of the settlers have cer-
tain timbher, and they are endeavouring to get
that timber away with a view to making a
few pounds cut of it. They have been offerel
a high price by ontside timber companies for
their tinber, about £1 per load more than
the hest offer of the State Sawmills for the
same timher, The mananger of the State Saw-
mills says that the settlers, if they want to
send this timber away, will have to do so by
a special train, which will he run at his eon-
venienee and discretion. Tf outside compan-
ies can afford to pay £35 or £6 per load for
the timber, the Minister for State trading
concerns should offer the same price, acd &0
afford these men a chaper of making gonl.
Again, my electors want the Jarnadu:-Pem-
berton railway taken over by the Railway
Depantnent. The settleva have ng time tahle
to work hy. They cart their produce, ‘frnit
and other things, in, and probably it vy lie
there for days. My ele.tors want an instvne-
tion givea to the State Savmills to pick up
with their train trucks put inte the loops,
Another great trouble is that there arve no
fixedd rates on the Jarnadup-Pewmborton rail-
wiay. A bag of lime will cost, say, 1s. 6d.
or 2s to rail from Fremantle to Jareadup,
anid then rost another 18, 6. ar 28, for traus-
port over this railway of the State Sawmills,
Some alteration is necewsary in that respect,
The member for Williams-Narrogin (Mr.
Johnston) said losszes weie maile on the spur
lines. Tossibly thot is =0, but it has to be
resnembered that the spur lives  feed  the
trunk  lines, Another mattor requiring
attention in my electorate is one which no
sengible person can understand. The Rail-
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way Department have a set of men going over
the line between Brilgetown and Bunbury.
The unnecessary cost involved is £20 per
week. It passes my understanding that the
set of men is not divided into two parties
of four each, one party of four to run half
way from Bridgetown to Buubury and then
return to their starting point, and the other
party to run half way to Bridgetown and
then return, insteacl of each set of men run-
ning right through. That seems to me a
weakness in the administration of the Rail-
way Departwent, Finally 1 desire to impress
upaen the Minister the absolute necessity for
cither fixing o time-table trem Jarnadup to
Temberton, or else handing over that line to
the rontrol of the (‘ommissioner of Railways.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W,
J. Geoarge—Murray-Wellington) [8.217: I
should not have intervened in this debate but
for the fact that the last speaker has inad-
vertently mis-stated the eireumstonces con-
neeted with the Jarnadup-Pemberton railway,
which is run hy the State SBawmills. The
Lon, member knows that a deputation waited
upon Mr. (olebateh, who brought the matter
under my notice, TInguiry is now being nade
into it; and if any mmjustice is perpetrated,
the wrong shall ba righted. To run that rail-
way rs if it were part of the general State
railway system would intorfere most mater.
ially with the working of the State Sawmills;
and therefore T am net prepared to reecom-
mend any such areangement.  On the other
hand, the State Sawmills are prepared to pitk
up on that line any trathe offering. .Our
trains run even more regularly than the traing
commanded by the (o) missioner of Rail-
ways. The only difference is that we ron at
night instead of in the day time. If the hon.
member 's constituents will bring their traflfie
when our train is coming along, it will bo at-
tended to with punctuality and despatzh. As
vegards the charyes made on that raibway,
the State Satvmills ar> a trading concern and
have nn howels of compassion. Neither have
their numerous eritics.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Miteheil
—XNortham—in reply) |8.24): The member
for Coolgardie (Mr. La-ibert) said that the
railwavs ought to be run as & hard commer-
cial concern, aml that any bonug given to
any industry by way of a special rate of
fieight shanld he made good to the Railway
Department. There is a good deal in that
conteution.  Probahly thz railways ought to
eharge the fullscost of hauling all goods,
leaving “dju<tments to be made, TLast year
the Railway Departwent lost £454,000 plus
£140,000 sinking tanl, or a tetal of £594,0060.
[t will be sean, thercforve, that the Railway
(*ommissioner ‘s’ losses to that extent were
covercdl from Consolidated Revenuve, Tt is
evpeted that this  xear the loss will be
£230.000 ylus £140,000 sinking fund, or a
total of about £100.000. XNow, one cannot
develop a ecountry without railways: and one
cannof cxpect to make development railways
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pax altogether, especially in the early stages.
In developing Western Australia we have
built an extensive railway system, In con-
nection with our goldfields we have built
hundreds of miles of railway iu distriets
where the mines have gone down. As we are
all aware, Western Australia’s gold produe-
tion has dropped from $%% millicha anuually
to 214 millions annwally. From this it fol-
lows that the lines on the goldfields cannot
possibly pay as before. I do not believe
there are any losscs on the spur limes. Ap-
parent losses are due to the faet that the
spur lines are credited with only a portion
of the long distance traffie. But for the spar
liges especially those in the wheat belt, there
would he very‘little traffic on the railways
generally. Tt is expeeted that during the
next six menths we shall make up a good
deal of our loss oun the railways so far, mainly
thanks to the spur lines. I do not proposa
to answer in detail al! that has been said, but
I shall ask the Commissioner of Railways to
go through ‘‘Hamsard’’ carefully and make
a note of hon. members’ suggestions. T am
sure that some of those suggestions will be
ugeful to him. Something was gsaid about
the number of men employed. The lines have
been restored to proper order, and the rolling-
stock has been got into better order, and a
great deal of work that had to stand over
during the war has now received attention,
These things involved the putting on of a
good numher of men. 1t is, of course, im-
perative that our railway track should he
kept in good order, and similariy as to ouv
rolling-stock: we cannot afford to take any
risks in eonnection with the romming of our
railways, Really, there is very little that T
need reply to at length. The member for
North-East Fremantle has said something
about a secret contract. I suppose the Com-
missioner of Railways has made some ar-
rangement. He cannot be expected to pub-
lish every arrangement he makes, As to the
contract for leasing the line, [ have not scen
it.

Mr. Willeoek: Sueh a thing has never
been done Dbefore.

Hon, W, C, Angwin: It ia strange that a
railway line could be leased without the con-
sent of the Governor in Couneil..

The PREMTER: The Commissioner has
Jeased it under the power conferred om bim
by Section 64 of the Act. So far as I am
aware, no timber concession has been granted
to anybody.

Mr. Mynsie: Your Minister in another
place must be absoclutely wrong then. In
reply to a question he said’that the conces-
sion had been granted.

The PREMIER: The leasing of the tim-
ber area will have to come before Executive
Couneil for approval, which, so far as I
know, has not yet been obtained. T do not
even know what area has been applied
for. T shall, of course, know before the area
is Jeased. ‘That is the position. I may now
just as well finish my reply to the speeches
delivered on the leasing of this line from
Coolgardie to Kurrawang. The mining in-
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dustry must be kept supplied with rairly
cheap firewood, We want to get the
firewood to the mines just as cheaply

as possible. A little more than a vyear
ago the Government made an arrouge-
ment  for the running of the direet
line from Kurrawang to akeside beeause we
felt that we ought to cheapen the eost of
firewood by cevery possible means. So when
application was made to the (ommijssivner
for, not a lease of, but running rights over,
13 miles of line, he made arrangements which
he believes, and I believe, will prove guite
satisfactory. [f the Commissioner is to run
the firewood over this Vine of 15 miles, it
will mean that he will pivk up the trucks
brought in by the Kurrawang Company ‘s en-
gine to Coolgardie, run them 15 wiles to
Kurrawang, take his engine back to (ool
gardie, and let the Kurawang Company’s
engine havl the trucks- from Kurrawang
to the mines, For that service the (‘ommis-
sioner would he paid 2s. 34d. per ton, be-
ecause the wood will bhe ran over the Govern-
ment  line in the Kurrawang (‘ompany’s
trueks in respect of whieh trucks the com-
pany reecive an allowanee of ad. per ton.
The Railway  Department would make
precious  litfle out of it, sceing that
the department burn coal and that the
coal has to be brought over a distance of 400
miles. And, whilst the Railway Department
would not Dbenefit moeh, the mines would
certainly be eailed upon to pay more for their
firewood.

Hon. W, ", Angwin: XNothing of the kind.
How does Hedges haul wood 8G miles in from
the main camp at Kurrawang?

The PREMIER: He does that work more
cheaply thau the Government can o it, If
the Railway Department charged the s, 34,
it would he a fair proportion of the total
vost. T helieve the wood is sold for 13s. per
ton delivered in Kalgoorlie. That 13s. ¢overs
the cost of cutting, of laying the line and of
running the wood right into the wines. The
duty of the Govermment is to get all the
profit they ean from this trvafiie over the rail-
ways. But there is another dnty, namely, to
et the wood inte the mines ns cheaply as
possible. The workiug costs of the mines are
all important just now, and if any means
thex ean be redueed it ought to he done.

Mr. Munsie: Tf the Kurrawang Company
were to go out altogether, the Lakeside Com-
pany conld supply wood as cheaply as it is
now supplied,

The PREMIER: T de not pit my know.
ledge of that part of the Ntate sgninst that
of the hon, member, but I venture to say there
is not 8o very much wood to be hauled by the
Lakeside Company.

Mr. Munsie: The Lakeside (‘ompany say
they ecould sopply all requirements for the
next 20 vears.

The PREMIER: Tt is not right to take
from Mt, Monger to Kalgoorlie, wood which
may be necded by the niines at Mt, Monger.
The Commissioner has agreed to rnnning
rights upon this 13 miles of line for £2,000
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per aunum, which will give him a return equal
.to .32 penee per ton per mile by way of toll,
That is a fair return. He will get that with-
out performing any service at all.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Wonld not the same

argument apply if vou were to lease all the
railways?
. The PREMIER: It is not propesed to
lense any part of the railways for any other
service, [n the ordinary course of events this
line would be removed, because it ia mot te-
quired for the traffic.

My, Mongie: The manager ot the Kurra-
line of his own,

The PREMIER: [ think he could de that
far more cheaply than he ean run ocur line.
The laader of the Opposition said the in-
ferest and sinking fund on this 153 miles of
line represented £3400 per annum.

Mr, Munsie: That was with maintenance,

The PREMIER: If it inelodes mainten-
ancy, well and good. But the line has served
its purpose and iz ne Tonger required. There-
fore its value to the State is its value when
removed.

Hon, W, C. Angwin:
ment.

The PREMIFR:
argament.

Hon, W, C. Aungwin:
fic to go over it.

The PREMIER: The hon, member does
unot seem to realise that it is a duplieate line.

Hon, W, C, Augwin: Yes, T do.

The PREMIER: We intended to remove
this line. I repeat that the value of the line
to the State is the value of the rails, and no
more. T we had been getting £2,000 per
annum tor this line for the last 10 years we
wouid have been well paid. When we c¢on-
sider the value of the line as it is to be
leased, ail we can consider is the value of the
rails. 1 am not sufficiently up in railway
matters to say it is a fair price for the leas-
ing of the line, but the Commissioner assures
me that the price secured is a fair thing,

Mr. Mansie: The manager of the Kuorra-
wang Company is very well satisfied.

The PREMTER: Let us face the position
as it is, Those raila are worth so much and
no more, and they are what the Commissioner
is leasing.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: That would be all
right if you had no traffic.

The PREMIER: Buot we have a line to
carry the traffie, besides this one; it is a
double line. :

Hon. W, €. Angwin: Then why will Hed-
ges have to put down a new Jine!?

The PREMIER: We say that if he got a
permit he conld put down a new line for him-
self.

Mr. Munsie: He has a permit now,

Tl PREMIER: T am not going to hold
up wood required for the mines.

My, Munsie: No, T do not want you to, but
I want yon to get n fair thing for the State.

The PREMIER: The Commissioner as-
sures me we are getting a fair thing, and T
belicve him. Something was said about the

That is & poor argu-
Tt is a perfectly sonud

No, there is the traf-
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other arrangement, made over 12 months ago.
Before that arrangement which the hon. mem-
ber talks about was made, the permit to build
a Tine from Kurrawang to Lakeside, the Com-
missioner was being paid £9,618 per amnum.
The service was costing £09,100, and so
we were getting a profit of £500. Without o
penny paid out in costs, we got £3,745 Inst |
year from royalty and other charges im-
posed on the Kurrawang Company; so we
were more than £3,200 better off under this
system than when we ran the traffic ourselves.

Mr. Willcoek: But the overhead charges
were still there.

The PREMIER: In regard to the Lake-
side line, the strange thing is that the com-
pany have asked the Commissioner to run the
tratfic over the Govermment railways, over
which they had runming rights.

Alr. Munsie: As a matter of fact, the
Commisgioner has been deoing it for the last
two years.

The PREMIER: XNo, for the last 12
months. They had the right, but they pave
it up.

Mr, Muonsie: Why?

The PREMIER: T snppose it did not pay
them to runm it.

My, Mungie: Their engines were not strong
enough to pull the Toad up the inelines.

The PREMIER: If it be our duty to get
wood for the mines as cheaply as possible,
I think the Commissioner has done the right
thing.

Mr. Muansie: Da you call that line a sidingT

The PREMIER: Well, it iz begide the
other line,

Mr. Mumsie: Tt is stretehing the repula-
tions to call it a siding.

The PREMIER: T think the hop. member
is wrong. Scction 64 is for the making of
agreements for running power, and is the see¢-
tion used by the Commissioncer to gramt to
thiz eompany running powers over the line,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The scction says “‘on
any sueh siding,’’ not ‘‘railway line.”’

The PREMIER: They have not the exclu-
sive use of the line.

Mr. MUXNSTE; Read the whole of Section

57,

The PREMIER: What is the nse? Hon.
members are familiar with all these sections.
Section 64 is the one under which the Com-
missioner has granted running rights.

My, MUNSTE: Which he had no right to
do.

The PREMIER: He discussed the matter
with his Minister. I believe the House will
realise that the total value of the line is the
value of the rails, that we have been making
nothing out of the line for years past but will
now be making £2,000 per annum, or ane-
third of a peuny per ton per mile for every
ton run over the railway.

Mr., Munsie: It would be all very well if
the line would not cost much to keep in re-
pair.

The PREMIER: It will not eost much,
because the trains are by no means heavy
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and, moreover, they are slow-running trains.
I hope the hon, member will realise that the
Commissioner desires to help the mines as
fare as he can.

Mr, Willcock: The firewood company will
get more than the mines out of it,

The PREMIER: That is very easy to say,
but I cannot aceept it as reliable. At any
rate, there was something unused and up-

wanted,sand by the leasing of that length of,

line the mines will get eheaper wood,

Mr, Munsie: Why iid the Government
prevent those contractors alony the Norseman
line from supplying wood to the mines?

The PREMIER: I o not know that it
was done.

Mr. Munsie: But it was.
stopped the sapply.

The PREMIER: I doubt that. Of course
the Couservator of Forests may have pre-
vented the cufting of wood in that locality.
The House gives power to one Commissioner
to do one thing, and to another to do some
other thing. How, then, can the House com-
plain if the Conservator of Forests says that
ne timber shall be cut in a certain loeality?

Hon, W. C. Angwin: This House did not
give the Commissioner of Railways power to
lease a railwax,

The PREMIER: Yes it did. However,
we are now getting something where, previ-
ously, we were getting nothing.

Mr. Tutey: It was a seerct bargain.

The PREMIER: Xo, it was not. The hon.
member would have the House believe that
the Government one day saw somebody, made
a contract, kept it to themselves, did not let
the House know, and gave away something
worth more than they are heing paid for it.

Mr. Munsie: That is precisely what the
Government did.

The PREMIER: T say the Govermment
had nothing to o with the thing, and T say
the Commissioner of Railways cannot be ex-
peeted to make publie every negotiation.

Mr. Lutey: That is 2 new principle alto-
gether.

The PREMIER: Well, when next the hon,
memher comes to me with a request that ]
do what T can to supply cheap wood to the
mines, 1 shall publish it-in every newspaper
in the State, annomneing that in a fortnight's
fime T shall deeide what s to he done; when
he vomes to me again and urges me to take
steps to prevent the mines closing down, T
shall tell him I ean do "nothing until- | first
advertise what 1 propose Jdoines,

AMr. Munsie: You do not know the position.

The PREMIER: That is the position in
vegard to thir arrangemont. Tf was said
that we were losing by e other arrange-
went, whorezs we made moexy by it,

Mr. Lutey: You hnve still the overhead
charges,

The PREMIER: The hon. member cannot
wrgue azaingt actual ficures.

Mr. Willeoek: TFigures can
language.

The Government

speak any
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The PREMIER: They cvan in the Lands
of some people, but not in the hanis of a
simple person like myself. '

Mr. Mupsie: What is the multiplication
table you use to make g siding ont of 13
miles of railway?

The PREMIER: Ie a great place like
Kalgoorlie, with its encrmous activities and
its long streteh of line, T should think that
13 miles would he a very moderate length
for a siding. My friends had something to
say about the price charged on farm pro-
duce. Under the railway syvstem, and it is
the only possible system, we charge a lower
rate on the lower priced stuff than we Jdo
on the high priced stuff.

Mr. Willcock: Wheat is a pretty high
price.

The PREMIER: It has been at a high
price but it is now down to 3s. 2d.

Mr. Willeock: Not yet.

The PREMIER : The freight on wheat
must be a good paying freight.

Mr. Willeoek: Qbh, no.,

The PREMIER: I know the hon. member
merely takes the average mileage cost of
ruming the trains,

Mr. Willeoek: Wheat is about ?d. under
the average cost.

The PREMIER: The Commissioner has
shown time and again that all freights that
are under the average cost per ton per mile
are losing freights. Nothing of the sort!
He rong full trains for wheat, for instance,
as against light trains for other stuff. He
runs many miles of empty trucks from
Kamballie to Perth, for instance, and all
that is taken into consideration. It does
not follow, hecause the freight is less than
fhe average vost of rumming a train mile,
that it is not a paying freight. 1 say if is
a paying freight, no matter what the Com-
missioner may say. I admit that fertiliser
is a policy feeight, and it is a low freight
hecause we wish fo enconrage ity nse. It
has been inereased lately by s, per ton, hut
the preatest inerease on any goods sent to
the polidfields imposed during the Tast rouple
of years is Os. per ton and it has heen as
low as s, 3d. Long distance rates are
naturally Jower than short distanve rates
in proportion to the mileage run,

Mr, Willcock: The superphosphate rates
are ~candalouns,

The PREMIER: They prodoce large
freights in veturn. A ton of super will

produce o great deal of Treight amd that is
why it ix at a low rate. [t was suid that
we were lozing £100,000 on the carvinge of
super to the farmers, but 1 have shown
that the loss ix only L£HL0H),  Tie total
amouut that we showll enlieet under the
¢lass M rate woulld he 124, 5d, per ton oo
the average, and that wonld mean £42,000
more than we actunally eolleeted. 1 admit
that loss, but not the 1000 we have
heard o much about; -

Hen, W, . Angwin: Your owa statement
last year was £80,000,
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The PREMIER: The freight bas gone up
since then,

Mr, McCallum: Your working costs have
gone up.

The PRE\[IER They have gone up by
hundreds of thousands of pounds, far more
than any increase in freights.

Mr. O’Loghlen;: Why not get back the
£42,000%

The PREMIER: Why not get the actual
sum we are losing, namely, £580,00¢ for last

ear?

Mr. MeCallom: What is your increase; it
is only about one-tenth of 1d4.?

The PREMIER: It is 2s. per tom,

Alr. O’Loghlen: They are better able to
afford it than other sections of the ecom-
munity.

The PREMIER: We ought to earry these
fertilisers at a cheap rate.
some mining stuff at a cheap rate.

Mr, A, Thomson: Do not wention that.

The PREMIER: We have carricd coal
for years at a non-paying rate of 14d. per
ton per mile.

Mr, Munsie: What mining stuff do you
carry at o cheap rate?

The PREMIER: I know there is some,

Mr, Munsie: You ecarry pyritic ore for the
purpose of manufacturing super. If it was
not for that purpose you would not carvy it
at a cheap rate.

The PREMIER: Coal was carried at half
rates, but to-day it is much dearer. Bumker-
ing coal is dearer than ever before, and the
cost to the railways for-coal is greater than
it was, We have to burn Collie eoal and
haul it to our own railways. The freight has
gone up and very rightly too. Ceal can ber-
ter stand to-day’s freights than it could stand
the fle1ghts of long ago.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The farmers can stand
the freight on super.

The PREMIER: Somuthmg was said about
railway fares charged in this State as
ngainst the Eastern States charges. Over 25
miles ours are the lowest in Australia.

Mr, Teesdale: What do you think of that?
~ AMr. O’Loghlen: Rasputin has come to life.

The PREMIER: It is 4s. 2d. In New
South Wales it is 5s. 7d., in Vietoria 58, and
in South Australia 4s. 11d. The 200-mile rate
is 33s. 4d. here, New South Wales 43s. 11d.,
in Vietoria 37s. 9d,, and in South Anstralia
39s. 3d. It will be found that many of our
charges are lower than their charges.

Mr, Munsie: Is that on wheat and super?

The PREMIER: It is on fares.

My, -O’Loghlen: YWhat arc the super rateg
in the Eastern States?

The PREMTER: The passenger rates are
cheaper in this State than in the other States
in almost every case.

Hon, W. . Angwin:
politan area?

The IPREMIER: It is true that over three
miles in Vietoria the charge is 41id.; in

Around the metro-

Western  Australia, 50.; in New South
Wales Gi1., and South Australia 34, It is

also true that in Vietoria over six wmiles it

‘We also carry
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is 814d. as against ours at Hi., New South
Wales 10d., and South Anstrqha 104. It

iz also true that over nine miles in Vie-
toria it is 1s. as against 1s. 1d. here,
1s. 2d. in New South Wales, and 1s. 2d.

in SBouth Australia. Exeept for these short
distances our fares are lower than the sub-
urban rates in Vietoria. [ will let hon.
members have this rveturn.

Me, O'Loghlen: Have you the super rates
in the Bastern States?

The PREMIER: Members ought to be sat-
isfied that we are not losing quite as much on
super as it was thought.

Mr. O’Loghlen: ‘What
States rates?

The PREMIER: 1
free there.

Mr. O’Loghlen: 1t is not earried free.

The PREMIER: [ have listened with c¢on-
siderable interest and attention to what has
been said and will see that every suggestion
receives consideration.

Mr. Johnston: What about the new
list?

The PREMIER: Suvely that i3 enough,
even for the hon. member. He does unot ex-
pect me to discuss every item in the rate
book. I have told him that all hie has =aid
will be submitted to the Commissioner. His
speech will go to the Commissioner, cvery
word of it.

Mr, O’Loghlen: And the Commissioner will
light a cigar with it.

The PREMIER: T shall ask the Commis-
stoner to let me have a list of the increases
in the new rate hook. I think there will he
comparatively few of them.

Mr. O‘Loghlen: What then?

The PREMIER: I will get the hon, mem-
ber a copy. We have diseussed these Esti-
mates at considerable length, and I hope mem-
bers are satisfied with the information 1 have
been able to give them. T have hot heen in
close touch with the railways but am merely
acting for the Minister.

This concluded the general dcbate of the
Railway Estimates; Votes and items dis-
cussed as follows

ltem, Superintendent of Transportation,
ote., £8,231:

Mr. WILLCOCK: We are told there have
been no inereases for the supervision of the
railways. Apparently, the Commissioner
does not classify men in charge of whole (is-
tricts as administrative but as district offie-
ers. During the last two vears the staff of
inspectors and the general supervisory staff
has been considerably increased. Twenty new
inspectors have been put on during the last
two years at a considerable cost.

The Premier: You are quite wrong.

Mr, WILLCOCK: The yenr before last five
officers were added to the traffic branch at a
cost of £2,375 and last year other officers
were put on.at a cost of £4,200. This year
the amount is, £6,231 for officers in purely
administrative positions. Different districts
have been formed from the transport point

are the Eastern

daresay super is earried

rate
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of view and many inspeetors appointed. We
have {vo many traflic inspectors and too much
general supervision. We should do away with
a large unmber of the positions. I know of
several newly created positions. In the Nor-
tham dlistrict, where the train mileage has
gone down considerably as well as the earn-
ings, an exXtra inspector has been appointed.
The same thing applies right throughout the
.service amd too many inspectors have been
appoiuted.

The Premier: You want to wipe out super-
visinn.

Mr. WILLCOCK: No, but we have Had
plenty of supervision in the past,

The Premier: You have the same now.

Mr, A, Thowson: Dees that explain the
josition of the railways?

Mr, WILLCOCU'K: The hon. member has
had experience in haudling wen as a eontrac-
tor. He knows that if he stands over men
andl keeps his cye on them the whole time,
instend of telling them what he wants them to
do and leaving them to do it, and relying
upon them to do it, he will not get the results
he desives,

Mr. A. Thomson: T know that.

Mr. WILLCOCK : The same position arises
in conneetion with the railways. They have
had so mueh supervision that the position is
created now that men will not do anything
unless they are told. We have plenty of
men in the wages jobs who know their work
thoroughly, mud they do not want any inspee-
tors to supervise them, When L was con-
nected with the locomotive branch, we never
had inspectors rmnning around every now and
then to see what we were doing; we ran the
railways to time better than is the case to-
day and in our days we made a profit. If
we have inspoetors  dropping off here and
dropping off there, it only worrics the work-
ers antd we do not get the same results as if
the men were left to carry ont their work in
a proper manner.

Mr, Sampsou:
workers?

Mr, Heron: How do you annoy the ITouse?

Mr. O’Loghlen ; They annoy them by
pimping.

Mr. WILLCOCK: [ do not regard all this
extra supervision as necessary.

The Premier: I agree with you.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Then the Premier must
disagree with the poliey of the Commis-
sioner! 1 kuow positions which have been
ereated which mean that three officials are
doing the -work which was formerly done by
one man.

Mr. A. Thomson: Wel, we will get the
vote for them struck out.

Mr. WILLCOCK: T do not want exactly
to cut out any particular positions. T am
opposing the inerease in the number of offi-
cors. There are too many of these positions
being created and T would lJike to eut them
out. [ will move for a reduction in the
vote if the member for Katanning will sup-
port me.

How do they anncy the
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Mr. O'Loghlen: If he supports youm, your
amendment is dpomed.

Mr. WILLCOCK: It is time the Committee
eapressed an opinion to show whether we
agree with the present policy or not. When
the present Commissioner was appointed, T
thought he was a pood railway man, but ap-
parently he has not that confidence in him-
self that characterised previeus Commission-
ers, berause the present Commissioner has ap-
pointed a large staff to keep going round the
system and doing the jobs which he should
have donc,

My, A. Thomson: You know the (owmmis-
sioner cannot do that.

Mr., WILLCOCK: How is it that previous
Commissioners could o it?

Mr. O’Loghlen: There have been no offi-
cerg retrenched during the pnst six months,

Mr, WILLCOCK: Xo, but 400 wages men

“have been put off,

The Premier: The wages have inercased
for every person on the railways.

AMr. WILLCOCIC: The cost of administra-
tion has gone up, wherens the wages staff
has gone down.

The CHAIRMAN: Does the member for
Geraldton intend to move for a reduction?

Mr. WILLCOCK: If the Preomier has a
good explanation, 1 will not move for a re-
duction, but if he dovs nof explain the posi-
tion, I intend to move in the dircction indi-
cated.

The PREMIER: There has been no in-
crease in the numbér of officers during the
past year. All the men who have been ve-
ferred to outside the range of £400 have been
clevated by reason of the inereases granted.
FEveryone in connection with the railways got
an inerease of £37. Officers receiving up to
£400 are under the sole control of the Com-
missioner. If they receive more than £300,
they are then subject to other comtrol, for
the Alinister comes inte the matter as well
as the Commissioner. That is how these men,
to whom the member for Geralilton has re-
ferred, got into this c¢lass and this is why
the number of men seems to have been in-
ereased.

Mr, Willcock: There have been adiitional
inspectors appointed.

The PREMIER: Precisely the same num-
ber arc there. The member for Geraldton
is quite willing to say that there should he
no control.

Mr. Willeock: You should not want te in-
creage the number of inspectors at the pre-
sent time,

The PREMIER: The hon. member knows
that the business of the railways has to he
attended to properly and the people have the
right to go to someone in a scnior position in
such an important place as Gernldton. Ger-
aldton is a very important railway centre,
and the member for Geraldton will agree
that o senior officer should be appointed there.

Mr. Willcock: We have one senior officer
there now; we do not want a dozen.
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The PREMIER: In addition, there is the
wharf work at Geraldtom, which is also im-
portant. .

Mr. Willeoek: T know
matter than the Premier.

The PREMIER: Well, we will have a talk
-about it afterwards, not now,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I dealt with this
watter during the general discussion. The
Estimates show that the number of officials
bave been increased from nine to thirteen.
No one will object to supervision, but we
object to officers being called supervisors who
<lo not supervise at all. It is well known
‘that if we have too many officers supervising,
the supervision becomes slaeck. In most Gov-
ernment offices, it is necessary to get away
from the old system of building wp oftices
for one officer to report to another officer
and so on through the department. That is
wone part of the railway administration that
should receive ecarefvl consideration at the
hands of the Minister,

The Premier: T agree with you.

My, Underwood: And the Minister is in
Java! He will worry a lot about this matter!

Mr. O'Loghlen: Ts he not going to China
to see about it toof

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T have scen the
cirenlar sent out in comnection with the
Tailway service and that shows that the nom-
bher of inspectors has increased during the
past year. Therc is not the slightest doubt
ahout that point,

The Premier: These officials have been
taken from other positions.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I do not care about
that, The fact remains that there has been
an inerease in the number of inspectors, al-
though T admit they may have been employed
at other work before, While there has been
a reduction in the wages staff, T object to
the official staff being inereased.

Mr. A, Thomson: In sueh circumsianees
one would have thought there would be & re-
duction, .

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That is quite true.
The last two votes we have dealt with show
an increase of nine or ten new officers dur-
ing the year.

The Premicr: They were all
in the lump-sum vote last year.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: 'They should be in
the lump-sum vote this year. The oftieial
cireular sets out elearly that there has been
a number of new positions ¢reated during the
year and the serviee does not demand sueh a
position.

Mr, McCALLUM: We know that men have
been taken om, that guards have bees made
superintendents, and engine-drivers have been
made inspectors. We know the individuals,
and we know that the jobs were not there
hefore. These are new positions which have
been ereated—an officer in charge of finance
£550; an officer in charge of operations,
£330; a distriet traffic superintendent, Perth,
£425; a distriet traffic -superintendent, Nor-
tham, £450; chief clerk, £282; two traffic
inspectors at £319 cach; two district en-

more about the
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gineers gt £485 each; an nssistant engineer,
£318; an ingpeetor of building and works,
Bunbury and Northam, £319 to £359.

Mr. Teesdale: Ave all these new positions?

Mr, MeCALLUM: Yes; all newly created,
and they are all occupied by men who are
known to most of us,

Mr. WILLCOCK: A statement I have here
shows that there has been an increase all
ronnd in the staffs, While there were four
traffic superintendents in 1920 averaging £473
to £500, the number this year has been in-
ereased to six drawing salaries from £387 to
€612, Tnapectors have heen jnereased from
£48 last year to £58 this year, and so on right
through.

Mr. A, Thomson: Are vou going to move
for a reduetion of any of the items?

My, WILLCOCK: The Premier has denied
that these mew positions have bheen created.
How ecan he deny that ‘there are 58 inspeetors
now when there were only 48 last voar? I
move an amendment——

That the item be reduced by £1,000,

The PREMTER: T hope hon, members will
not support the amendment.

Mr. Willeock: How else ean we register
our protest against these increasecs?

The PREMIER: We have to relv on the
Commissionet of Railways, Tf he is ineapable
there is a proper way of dealing with him.

Mr. A, Thomson: How ean we deal with
lhim?

The PREMIER: T do not know.

Amendmment put and 2 division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 11
Nocs 23
Majority against Y
AYES,
Mr, Apgwln Mr. Marshall
Mr. Corboy Mr. McCallum
Mr. Heron Mr. Munsle
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Simons
Mr. Lambert Mr. A. Thomsen
Mr, Latham Mr. Willeock
Mr. Lutey Mr. O'Loghlen
{Telier.)
o Nois.
Mr. Angelo Mr, Money
Mr. Broun M. Pickering
Mr, Carter Mr, Plesse
Mrs. Cowsan Mr. Richardsen
Mr, Davies Mr, Sampson
Mr. Denton Mr. J. H, Smith
Mr. George " Mr. J. M, Smith
My, Gibson Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Jobnston Mr, J. Thomsea
Mpr. C. C. Maley Mr. Underwood
Mr. H. K, Maley Mr. Mullany
Slr James Mltchell (Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Ttem—Salaries, wages and allowances, etc.,
£607,6306;
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My, A, THOMSON: Seeing that the rail-
wavs are going backwards at an 'alarmi.ng
rate, T intend to endeavour to reduce this
item. I wmove an amendment——

That the item be reduced by £7,000.
Auendment put and negatived.

e —Ways and Works Braneh, Salaries,
£3537,270.; -

Hon, W. {*, ANGWIX: This includes stores
and materials aml wages necessary for keep-
ing iv repair the 13 miles of roilway whieh
Hie Dvemtier says is a siding, There is noth-
ing in the Railways Aet to show that any
purtion of milwav property is a siding. Sec-
tiom G4, which no doubt the (Commissioner has
acted upon, does nof apply to the Govern-
ment railwavs already eXxisting, but to a
siding to be constructed. The reply the Com-
missioner has pat vp throngh the Premier is
an iusclt to Purliament, beeause he has
formed the opinion that we arx a lot of asses
here and that we Qo not know anything
about the Act; in fact, that we have no com-
mon sens¢, and therefore do not uanderstand
the meaning of Aets of Parliament which
pPassed throngh this Assembly. T admit that
sometimes  there are  clavses in  Bills
which  we de not  understand, We
had one the other night, hut sq far as the
sections of the Railways Aet are voncerned,
any ¢hild at school conld understand them.
Section: 57 of the Railways Aet deals with
the leasing of railway property and pro-
vides that the Cenmissioner may, with the
approval of the Government from time to
time, let on lease any portion of a rtailway.
Therr further down it sets out that the
terms aml conditions of a lease shall be
laid on the Table of Parliament not less
than 30 days before tenders are called for.
That i~ the only seetion in the Railways
Act wiieh denls with the leasiog of railway
property,

The Premicr: Look at Section G,

Hon, W. €. ANGWTXN: T intend to. If
the Premier’s contention is correet, the
Commissioner of Railways could to-meorrow
euter inte im pgreement to lease everv mile
of ratlway in Western Australia and call it
all o siding.

Tl Minister for Works: He could net,

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: e conld do it
Just as well as he conld lease 15 miles.

The Minister #r Works: No, he counld
not,

Hon, W, ¢ ANGWIN: No doubt there
woukl be a great outery, but he might hind
the Govermment in such a way that they
woulidl huve to pav heave damages to pet
out of the dittienlty.  Letters will bind
cqually with a signed agrecment, Tf the
Commissioner has power to lease 15 wile:
of the Goverument railwavs, he has power
to lease every mile in possession of  the
State, .

My MaceCallnum Smith: He has not leased
135 wiles.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: Hé has.

Mr. MacCallum Smith: He could give
running rights over the railways to anyone.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I admit that, with
certain conditions. Clause 64 deals with
sidings. Clause 63 states that the Commis-
sioner may agree that any person desiring
te construct a siding in connection with
any Governmeat railway should do se.
Clause G4 deals with a siding constructed
in connection with a railwaw. It also sets
ont that, after the completion of any such
siding connected with a Government rail-
way, the Cominissioner may agree with the
person that any trains or relling stock, the
property of His Majesty. may be run upon
the siding, and tbat any trains or rolling
stock, the property of such persen, may be
run upon any Government railway upon
such terms and conditions as are specified
in the agreement. That deals entirely with
the construction of sidings. This 15 miles
of railway is part and pareel of the Gov-
ernment railways. It is true that owing to
lack of trafic and there being a double line,
the Government felt that they might
with advantage shift one line, That was
thought desirable beeanse there was no
traffic, There was no prospect of getting
traffic, but immediately there was a pros-
pect of getting traflie, the necessity for the
line returned, and there was mno need to
take it up. Tt is ridiculous to say that the
line was going to be removed because there
was no traffic or likelihood of traffic. Qwing
to the firewood company having to shift
from their previous area because of the
timber being cut out, or being too far from
the railway, they applied for an area in
another distriet, which no doubt would be
granted in due course. It was necessary to
et the firewood to the mines, and they
had either to unse the Government railway
or construct a line of their own.

The Premier: They wounld probably have
construeted a line of their own.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : The company
conld not have constructed a ling without
the permission of the Government, and the
{iovernment would not have given their
approval. Is it likely that the Government
would have adopted the attitwde which they
adopted in Kalgoorlie many years ago by
passing a Bill for the construction of a
tramway, thus depriving themselves of the
passenger trafic from Kalgoorlie to Boul-
der? Knowing what they lost in that con-
nection, is it likely that they would have
taken similar action for the purpose of
depriving their railway of freights! No
sine man would have ever thought of doing
sn. [ ask members what would they think
of any man who had a siding on the Perth-
Fremantle line and asked for a lease of one
of the lines to Fremantle! That line would
not be so long as the one which has been
leased, but memhers wonll think a man
mad to make such 2 request.

The Premijer: Quite so.
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Hon. W. (', ANGWIX: The same principle
applies here, This line is part and parcel
of the railway system. The prospect of
traffic was good. Ii was necessary to use
the line to carry the firewood to the mines.
There is a little subsection at the end of
Section 61 which is the only portion under
which the Commissioner could work, but it
was never intended by Parliament that
persons who availed themselves of the sub-
section should have rights over 15 miles of
Government railway, It was merely inm-
tended that "if a person was geing into a
siding, with an engine and trucks, he might
be able to use a short portion of the Gov-
ernment railwayvs for shunting purposes and
for nothing else. Here is the snbsection
undier which the Premier says the Commis-
gioner acted rightly:—

Nothing in this Aet or in any such agree-
ment shall be deemed to nuthorise any per-
son to enter upon any Govevnment railway
for any purpose whatsoever, exeept with
the written authority of the (‘ommissioner
first obtained in that behalf.

The Minister for Works: Ilave they done
s0?

Hou. W, (. ANGWIN: Of course they
have got it. The Minister knows well that
fhat subsection was put in to deal with
ordinary sidings and te give a persen with a
siding an oppectunity to run over a few yards
of CGovernment rvailways for shuunting pur-
poses in connection with the business of the
siding, I am perfectly safe in saying there
was ue intention on the part of Parliament
to give a running right over 13 miles of Gov-
venment ruilway. The Minister cannot con-
tradiet that. It has never been idone in any
part of Western Australin until the present
time,

The Minister for Works:
make a start at some time, ”

Hon. W. (" ANGWIN: Of course.

Mr. Willeock: We should have been eon-
sulted first of all.

Hon, W, €, ANGWIN: | am not going
to say that some people woull not make a
start, T want to point out the danger.

Mr. MacCallum Smith: Had not a portion
of the line been gbandoned?

Hoz. W. (. ANGWIN: Np; this is por-
tion of the double line from Csalgardie to
Ialgoorlie. There was no traffi- over it, but
when the new firewond area was tnken up,
traffic would have been ereated. There wns
no neeessity for  the Governmert th taks un
the line. There is no doubt tha the setion
of the Act uwnder which the (‘ommissione-
acted has bezn stretelied considerably for the
purpose of granting this lease, and it hns
heen (don contrary to the intenlion of Par-
linment, and contrary to the law of the land.
The Government can endeavonr to cover it up
as much ns they like, hut it is ¢learly Iatd down
that this section deals with sidings, and with
sidings only. Flave members ever lirard of 2
siding 13 miles long on a Government rail-
waxy? Have they ever seen a siding over two

You have to
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miles long? 2Most of them are shorter than
that.

Mr, Wilteock: In the time table this is
called a line, not a siding.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Of course, and it
should have Been leased under Section 57
of the Act. The law has been stretched. [If
the (‘ommissioner has done it

Mr. Teesdale: You are stretehing it by us-
ing the word ‘‘lease’’ 80 often when it is
only a matter of running rights.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: [ have not seen
the lease or the conditions under which the
right has been granted.

Mr. Willeock: XNo one has seen it,

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIXN: 8o far. as T ean
gather these people have been granted the
sole right of uwsing this line for three years
at £2,000 per annum.

Mr. MacCallum Smith: Not the sole right.

Mr, Willeock: Yes, the sole right.

Hon. W. U, ANGWIN: This is a secrct
contract; we have not seen it, This is one
of those obnexious things about which so
much noise was made five or six years ago,
that it nearly lifted the roof. The hon. mem-
ber was not here or he would have sympathy
with me. [ could not adopt the attitude which
the Minister has taken.

Mr. Teesdale: 1 would be with you if it
were the sole right, but the Premier denies
it and I take his word.

Hon, W. C. ANGYWIN:  The Premier ia
defending the action of one of his officers.
Ife is loyal to this officer who has done wrong
ander the Act. .

Mr. Hevon: And admits that he does not
know much abont it,

ITor. W. (L ANGWIN: It iz a very
danwerous practice. What would ,conmmtry
rombers say if one of the branch lines run-
ning out from a main ling were leasel to a
gentleman at the far end? TIf the (ommis-
sioner has power to lease 15 miles of the
general railways, he has cqual powers to
lease a braneh line conneeting up with one of
the main lines. It is the principle to which |
object. The Act says that Parlmament must
decide, The conditions must be laid before
Parliament. Partinment has the right to say
whether this shall he done or not. Tnder the
section  under which the lens® has been
granted we have no sav. Not even the Gov-
error-in-Couneil has had a say as to whether
this line showld be leased. It has heen purely
a matter for the (dbmmissioner.

The Minister for Works interjected.

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]

Hon, W. (. ANGWIEIN: From what T know
of the Minister for Works, he would never
have dared to leare this railway unless he hail
the a-proval of the Executive Council under
Clauge 57, 1 was surprised to hear that
the Executive Council had aot dealt with if.
F do not want to take up the time of the
(‘ommittee, but this is a serious matter. Tt is
a prineiple which may beeome dangerons aned
members opposite may kmow of it to their
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cost. The time is not too lute now for the
Government to have a lease fixed up pro-
perly, put through Executive Council, aud
laid on the Table, so that members will have
an opportunity to discuss the conditions and,
if they approve of it, take their responsibility
in accorddance with the provisions of the Aet.
We have no right to allow any public officer,
I care not who he is, to transfer any portion
of the Government railways unless in accord-
ance with the desires of Parliament,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 sup-
pose T ought to say something in conneetion
with this matter, seeing that the Act of 1904
was this statute which conferred the power
on me when I was Minister .for Railways.
With what the member for North-East Fre-
mantle has said, we must all agree, but al
though a person may, strictly speaking, have
power to do certain things, a broader view
must be taken of them rather than the view
of an individval exercising certain .power,
The people for whom this siding has been

fixed have Dbeen in  business for o
egreat number of years, mnof for the
fun of it, T admit, but in order tp
obtain  the best advantages  possible.

I myself, had I been Commissioner of Rail-
ways, wonld have thought it necessary to be
particularly careful in making any arrange-
ment with these men, not on the ground that
there might be anything dishonourable on
their part, but becanse I would be dealing
with people who knew the game from A to Z.
The member for North-East Fremantle re-
ferred the Committee to Section 57 of the
Government Railways Aet, which lays down
" clearly that—

The Commwmissioner may, with the ap-
proval of the Governor, from time to time
let on lease any portion of a railway, with
the rolling stock and other appurtenances
thereto belonging, to any person willing to
take and work the same, subject to the
following econditions:—(1) The letting
shall be by publie tender. (2) The terms
and conditions of the leasc shall bhe laid
before Parlament not less than 30 days
hefore tenders ave called for.

And so on. Evidently, however, the framers
of the Aet, when they eame to Part VI., deal-
irg with sidings, did not regard the position
as requiring so many safeguards as this pre-
vious part of the Act. Therefore the power
in question was given to the Commlssmner
Hon. members should know that under this
Act the Commissioner has power over the
whole of the railway employees up to a ecer-
tain point, beyond which peint the power
vests in the Minister for Railways, as repre-
sentative of the Government. In dealing
with sidings, the framers of the Act did not
consider it necessary to repeat the various
paragraphs of Section 57, Section 63 dis-
tinetly lays down that—

The Commissioner may agree with any
person desiring to construet a stding in con-
nection with any Government railway for
the construetion and maintenance of so
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much of such siding as may e within the
limits of the railway ...
and so forth. Then Section 64 provides—
After the completion of any such siding
conneeted with a Government railway, the
Commissioner may agree with the person
vonstrueting or owning the siding that any
traing or rolling stock, the property of His
Majesty, may be run upon the siling, and
that any trains or roliing stock, the pro-
perty of such person, may be run upon any
Government railway, upon sueh terms ani
conditions as are specified in the agree-
ment.

Taking that section literally, there we have
the power to the Conumissioner, Of course
we cair only give opinions as laymen, opinions
based on such experience as our lives have
afforded us; Dbut in most instances, I think,
our experience pretty nearly hits the mark.
However, T am given to understand that in
this particular “instance the Crown Law De-
partment were consulted, and that they speci-
fically advised the Commissioncr that he had
full power under the Aet to enter into that
agreement, The Premier told the House that
h2 had not seen the lease. I have not seen it
either, and neither has the Colonial Scere-
tary nor the Minister for Agriculture. In
making that statement T do not want to ap-
pear for a single moment as trying to evade
any responsibility that attarhes to me in
eommion with the Minister for Railways, who
it must be presumed saw the agreement. But
the Minister for Railways is not here to-day,
and we are not in full possession of all the
fuets even on this side of the Chamber. T
can only presume that the Minister for Rail-
ways satisfied himgelf, in consultation with
the Crown Law Department, that he was act-
ing within his powers. Probably he woull
congider that it was not necessary to hring
the matter under the notive of his colleagues.
The member for North-East Fremantle sug-
gested that the particulnr sevtion in question
had been stretehed like a picee of elastie, T
c¢an ecxpress some agreement with that view,
while in nowise departing from striet loyalty
to' my colleague, the Minister for Railways.
T shall gee the lrase as early as possible;
and if T am satisfied it is all right, T shall be
prepared to say so; and if T am not satisfied
that it is all right, T shall be prepared to aet.
But all these matters connected with the
management of our railway system must he
left largely to the man swho holds the respon-
sible office 0of Commissioner. T do not think
that 1, when Cammissioner, should have en-
tered into an agrecment of this sort very
cagily. I ghoutd have felt, with regard to the
gentlemen managing the firewood traflic, that
it was necessary for me to he, it possible,
super-careful.  (mly within the last six
months or so I was approached by onc of the
firewood companies in the matter of water
supply. The Government had an apgreement
with the company hy which the company were
to get all their water from the Celdfields
Water Supply. There hadl been a fairly
heavy ftall of rain, aml water hal acenmu-
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lated in some dawms, either aatural or arti-
ficial, which were accessible to the company.
They desired to be allowed to use that rain
water, saying there was no very great quan-
tity of it. I {old them that if they used
rain water, they wonld have to pay 13s. per
thousand gpallons for any water they required
from the Goldticlds Water Supply, instead of
their agreement rate of vs. 6d. They tried
hard to obtain permission te use that rain
water, but I would not yield. I afterwards
found that, if [ had agreed, the company
wonld have got from the dams fully two-
thirds of their requirements, notwithstanding
their representation to me that the quantity
ot water in the dam was comparatively small,
T do not know that any more can be said on
the snbject of this railway lease ab present,
The Premier said that the matter was not
referred to dim, and I have said that it was
not referred to me, and I have explained why
it was not referred.

Mr. Willeock: Our complaint is that the
matter was not referred.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: Perhaps,
in the ahsence of the Minister for Railways,
my words may appear distoyal.  However,
neither the Premier nor myself nor any other
AMinister ddesires to Le otherwise than abso-
lutely leval to the Minister for Railways.
We all helieve that that Minister's action was
taken under the belief that there was no
neeessity to refer to either Cabinet or Exceu-
tive Council with regard to it.

Mr. WILLCOCK: With other members of
the Opposition, I consider that when there is
any distinet departure from ordinary practiee,
or the introduetion of an absolutely novel
principle, Parliament should be econsulted.
Having carefully read the Government Rail-
ways Aet, and being familiar with the phrase-
ology of railway operation, I know what is
a siding, and I know what is not a siding.
The Act was never intended to apply to a
deal of this deseription. My knowledge of
previous debates in this House enables me
to say that, had the Minister for Works been
speaking from this side of the Chamber, erit-
icising such a lease granted by a Labour Gov-
ernment, the plaster would have fallen from
the eciling.

The Minister for Works: 1 can only tell
¥you the iruth.

Mr. WILLCOCK: T do not suggest for a
moment that the Minister would do anything
else. From the standpoint of safe working,
it is hardly in the best interests of the Rail-
way Department that private traffic should
be atlowed to Tun in such close proximity to
the ivorking railway system.  Again, the
trucks used by the company do not conform
to the departmental standard. If there should
be a serious derailment through bad trucks
or other faultiness, the consequences wounld
be very serious, possibly involving loss of
life. This so-called siding does not appear in
the list of railways open tp traffic set forth
in the Commissioner’s report; neither does it
appear in the list of sidings contained in the
working railways time table. Purther, the
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section between Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie
is called a double line, and not a single main
line with a siding attached thereto. The
member for XNorth-East Fremantle made a
point that 140,000 tons extra were 0 be
cartied on that streteh of line between Kur-
rawang and Kalgoorlie, and that therefore
it would be unecvessary to have a double line
instead of a single line, If there is a certain
set way of doing things connected with our
railways, for instance, and that set way .is

.departed from, the House should have an

opportunity of discussing such matters. Pos-
gibly, had the iense been granted in a proper
manner, there might not hygve been objection
to it: T say, possibly there might net. But
there has been an iminense deal of suspicion
and innnendo in connection with the arrange-
nient. The Government would have done
wisely to bring the lease before the House
and let the matter be discussed here.

The Premicr: [t scems to me that you
would be satisfied if the line was not used
aud no license given to cut the timber.

Mr. WILLCOCI: I am not satisfied that
a fajr deal has heen given to the railways.

The Premier: We had the line for ten
years and it never brought in a penny,

My, WILLCOCK: During the last ten
years, the existence of The line has been of
distinet advantage to the department in the
running of the service. The Premier knew-
that exception would be taken to this lease,
Why should not the House have been given
an opportunity to discuss it?

Hou, W. C. Augwin: I can understand the
Premier getting wild. [ was wild when T
sat on that side of the House at times when
there was talk of scevet contracts.

The Premier: 1 simply want to assist an
industry. -

The Minister for Works: If the Crown
Law Department advised the Commissioner
that he had the power, would not the Com-
missioner adopt the advice given himf

Mr, WILLCOCK: I have had experience,
and I know you ean get different opinions
from two or three solicitors.

The Minister for Works: You are reflect-
ing upon the legal frateraity.’

The Premicr: Are we to waste a night dis-
enssing this question Deeause the Commis-
sioner has exercized the right Parliament has
given him?

Mr. WILLCOCK: I think he has exceeded
hig right. |

Mr, Munsie: Fanecy calling 15 miles 30
chaing of railway a siding.

Mr, WILLCOCK: In view of the excep-
tion which has been taken to the posi- -
tion

The Premier: I will bring the lease before
members.

Mr, WILLCOCK: It is all very.well to lay
the agreement on the Table. If it has heen
constitutionaily entered into, as the
Minister for Works snggests, we cannot do
anything with it. The ouly opportunity
we have of expressing disapproval of this
nction is during the discussion on this Vote,




2154

Surely the House should have’ had an
opportunity to diseuss such an important
matter!

The Minister for Works:
amend the Aet.

AMr. WILLCOCK: T admit the Jinister has
the opinion of the Crown Law Department
behind lhim.

Mr. Pickering: We must limit the length of
a siding.

«The I'remier: I should think the Commis-
sioner of Railways will never let anything
in future—unless Parliament grants him per-
mission,

Hou, W. C. Aggwin: I do not thmk he
should, if he does things like this.

The Minister for Works : The Commis-
sioner will never be able te carry on the rail-
ways if you make an office boy of him.

The Premicr: In any case, he did consult
the Minister.

AMr. WILLCOCK:
is unconstitutional.

Mr, JOHNSTON: Whatever view I held
of the action taken by the Commissioner in
letting a length of Government line on lease
and calling it o siding in order to enable
him to let it, it seemed to me to be a far
more serions matter after I heard the state-
ment” by the Minister for Works, Tutil that
Minister spoke, T thought it was an extra-
ordinury thing that a siding should have been
‘leased without the knowledge of the publie
or of Tarliament. When I find from the
Mingster that it was done behind the back
of the Premier and without Cabinet’s deci-
S1011——

The Minister for Works: It was not neees-
sary; I explained that.

The Premier: The Minister was consulted.

Mr, JOHNSTON: We think it necessary
that Parliament should have information
ubout it,

The Minister for Works:
not sny so.

Mr. JOUNSTOXN: Believing that, I rlunk
it is the more necessary that Cabinet should
have iknpwn of the position.

The I'remier: T heard there was likely to
he some offer, but T did not know more
than that until the thing was fixed up.

Mr. JOIINSTOXN: I sympathise with the
position  the Government find themaselves
faced with in having 15 miles of the Gov-
ernment railwavs leased without Cabinet
knowing of it.

The I'remier: The railway has been idie
for ten wvears and has been absolutely use-
less.

Mr. JOIHUNSTOXN: It was said that the
railwpy was to be pulled vp, and there were
depntations en the subjeet. I think the
Commissioner kept something back.

The Premier; The freighta were put up;
that is the troulle.

Mr, JOANSTON: T know the freights
were put ap, but surely, while all this dis-
cussion was going on regarding the rumours
that the railway was to be pulled up, the
railway autharities might have given some

You will have to

I think the whole thing

The Act does
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indieation that the line would pruhahly
have been leused.

The Premier: Had we leased this line ten
vears ago, we would have had £20,)0 in
revenne,

Hen, W, C, Angwin: Ne, you would not
have had that, becauye it would cost some-
thing for upkeep.

Mr. JOONSTON: We have here another
sceret contract, and I regret to find that
the administration of the Railway Depart-
ment is on such an autoeratic hasis that
the Commissioner can do such a thing with-
out Cabinet knowing about it.

The Iremier: It is in accordance with
the law.

Mr. JOHNSTOX: It is not in accordance
with the law or of common sense to call 15
miles of railway a siding, for the purpose
of getting behind the back of the Gavern-
ment and of Parliament, That is the only
reason for calling such a length of railway
a siding, in crder that the Premier should
not know what was going on. This is not
the first time we have heard about such
happenings in connectior with this particu-.
lar company, Some years ago they secured
a dam for a water supply. There was a
great row about it. They sold water to the
Government and got more for it than they
were paying as rental.

The Premier: You are suspicious of cvery
enterprising person. According to you, we
should mnot allow enter]\rlsmp; people into
the State.

Mr. TOHNSTON: It is not a matter of
suspicion. 1t is a question of letting 13
miles of Government railwax to the Kurra-
wang company. It is wrong,

The Premier: T will let you the right to
lease the Marble Bar railway to-morrow
morning, and will not say anything zboeut it.

Mr. JOHNSTON : | am not negotiating
about that railway.

Hon., W, C, Angwin: The interest alone
on the line under discussion is £3.000.

Mr, JOHXSTOXN: I objert to surh an
attitude nas that adopted by the ¢ommis-
stoner in going behind the backs of Min-
isters. T ohject to these secret coutractas
being rarried ont behind the hacks of Par
liament, and T sy mpnthlse with the Govern-
ment in the pesition in which le'\ find
themselves.

The PREMTER: T o not want the sym-
rathy of the how. member, The (‘ommis-
sioner acted very foolishly, in the opinion
of some hon. membere, a little time ago
heecause he jut up the .rezghtq, aml that is
the troul:]p at the present time.

Hou. . Angwin: That is hardly fair!
That is not the position in this cu<e.

The PREMTER: This line huas hecu use-
less to the country for ten years,

Hon, W, (. Ang“m Now that it may
hecome profitable, you part with it!

The PREMIER There wus never any
concern evidenced hy the Mouse bernuse of
the non-paving position of this 1ailway,
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Mr, Munsie: There was not much objee-
tion taken when you wanted to pull it up!
The PREMIER: No protest was ever
made by any hon. member becaunse of the
fact that this line had been a dead waste
for all these years. Now that it can be
brought into use

Mr. Munsic: Yon give it away.

The PREMIER: It never carned a brass
farthing for all these years and it has not
been wanted. When there ie an opportunity
of getting £2,000 a year income from thc
line, lton. memberg raisc objectiona.

Mr. Munsic: You should have got £5, 000

The PREMIER: Wg could not have got
that amount.

Mr, Muynsie: If this company would not
have been prepared to give that, they could
bave put down a line themselves.

Mr. McCallum: They could net do that
without the consent of the Government.

The PREMTER: Tt iz not a bad bargain,
in the circumstances,

Mr. Munsie: It is a bad prineiple, this
letting of such a lease without the consent
of Parlinment. Youn would have got a

better “deal if Parliament had been con-
sulted.

The PREMIER : I do not know about
that.

Mr. Munsie: You would have got a better
deal Dbefore Parliament would have per-
mitted the lease to go through.

The PREMIER: If it is a question of
cheap firewood for the mines at Kalgoorlie,
it is a good deal. If it 1s not important
that the mines should get cheap wood, then
it is a diffcrent matter altogether.

Mr, Munsie: It is important that they
should get cheap Brewood.

Mr, Heron: They will not get wood any
cheaper,

The PREMIER: [ do not know, but the
member for HMannans admitted l]nt they
would get the wood cheaper.

Mr. Munsie: No, 28, 5d. for 13 miles.

The PREMIER: That is right. It is very
strange that when this line, wasted for ten
vears, is made to produce revenune, all this
bother should be raised about it. T cannot
understand this protest. The Crown Solicitor
was consulted. and  said it was right and pro-
per to lease the line under Seetion G4. The
C‘onmmissioner had no intention of doing any-
thing not in the interests of the department
and of the mining idustry. Anything that
van be done, especially if free of cost, to
cheapen the wood supply to the mines, should
be dome. Apparently the trouble is that we
did not get enough money for the lease,

Me, Munsic: No, it i8 the principte of do-
ing it without first consulting Parliament.

Hon, W, (', Angwin: When you were on
this side of the House you moved a motion
condemning secret contracts,

The PREMIER: T daresay that even to-
day the Commissioner has hought 30 tons
of firewood somewhere or other without plae-
arding it. s that a secret contrnct? We
cordered half a dozen boiler tubes in Tondon

the other day, and 1 forgot ta tell the House
about it, 1ls that a sceret contract?

Mr. MUNSIE: 1 am surprised at the lame-
ness of the cxcuse put up by the Premier.
He questioned whether any applieation for
a reserve had been approved. If the Kurra-
wang Company have not any rights to cut
wood south ot Coolpardie, I want to know
what they requive the line for. They are not
going to pay £2,000 per annum for the line
if they are not to usc it, They must be de-
finitely assured that they have a forest in
which to cut wood. The Minister jn another
place, in reply to a question the other day,
said an applicution had been received Yor
permigsion to construet a tramway through
the western portion of the Coolgardie-Bur-
hanks State forest, with certain cutting
rights, bat that no "decision had been arrived
at in regard to the applieation. The Pre-
mier says the (‘ommissiouer was justified in
leasing ‘the line. If that be so0, the Minister
in another place must have been sadly misin-
formed. Iu reply to a question as to whether
any agreement had been arrived at to lease or
grant running rights over ecither of the rail-
way lines between Coolgardie and Ialgoor-
lie, the Minister in another place replied,
*¥es, under Seetion G4 of the Government
Railways Act.’' [n answer to further ques-
tions lhie snid the other party to the agree-
ment was the W.A, Goldficlds Firewood Sup-
ply, Ltd, and that the lease was over the
southern track between (‘oglgardie and Kur-
rawang, for three years, at a rental of £2,000
per annum, . So it i3 not a cnse of running
rights, but of a lease of 15 miles 30 chains
of the lie. Nobody will agree with the
Premier that this length of line constitutes a
giding, [ am not blaming the Commissioner,
for 1 am quite sure e must have consulted
the Minister for Railways. In fact the Pre-
mier sa‘d so the other might,

The Premier: [ told you so again to-night.

Mr. MUNRIE: The Premier cannot teil
us the date of the agrecment, nor does he
know whether it hag Leen gigned. We ought
to see thut agreement before we pass the
item, \When we sat on that side of the
House and the Premier and his colleagues
were on this side, we were frequently told that
this was a party of secret contracts and that
we had no right to go behind Parliament to
make any contract. T agreed with that, then,

The Minister for Works: You did not vote
with us.

Mr. MUXSIE: ¢ did, for T thought no Gov-
ernment had a right to make seeret contracts,
Heetion G3 of the Railways Act provides that
the Commissioner may agree to the conxtrue-
tion amd maintenanee of a siding under cerv.
tain conditions. But this is not a siding. [t
is part of the railway system of the State.
Section 84 provides that the Commissioner
may make arrangements for running jrawers,

The Minister for Works: He has done that.

Mr. MUXNSIE: The Minister knows that
he has done nothing of the sort! This s»etion
applies to runpning powers over & siding to bhe
constructed by thoae given permission to von-
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struet it. Who construeted this 15 miles of
railway? When the company completes the
construction of n siding, the Commissioner
may make regulations for the working of
that siding. [f the Minister ecan apply
that section to the working of this 15 miles
of Government railways, he is pretty eclever.
I am positive that the Commissioner and
the Minister for Railways have made a
mistake. They have leased a portion of the
Government railways hehind the back of
Parliament and contrary to the Railway
Act. The only excuse put up by the Pre.
mier wag that he wanted to sec the wood
supplied cheaply fo the mines at Kalgoorlie.
More power to the Premier for his laudable
desire to see the wines kept going. He
argned that if the Commissioner liad not
acted at once, if there had been a delav
through ealling tenders and putting the
matter before Parliament, the mines at
Kalgoorlie wounld have had to cloge. I say
that if the Kurrawang coirpany went out
of existence to-morrow without a day’s
notice and did wot supply another ton of
wood, the Lakeside company, provided the
Government  made  available  sofficient
trucks, coulil supply the whole of the fire-
wood required for the mines.

The Minister for Works: It is betier to
have two companies.

Mr. MUNSTE: As a matter of faet they
are both one. There is an agreement that
each shall supply so much of the firewood.
When there were three companies in exist-
ence the Kurrawang line supplied two-
thirds. When the two agreed to amalgam-
ate. they agreed to supply the firewood
fifty-fifty, and they are observing that con-
dition to-day. The Minister said the object
was to supply cheap fuel. Huve the mines
got cheaper fuel Ly the leasing of this
railwiy? Has the Premier attempted to
show this?

The Minister for Works: Seeing that it
has not started working, it cannot operate
yet,

Mr. MUNSIE: I want to see the agree-
ment before it eomes into operation. We
had a right to see it before it was signed.

Mr. Mann: 1f it prevents a rige in the
price of wood, would you think it justified?

Mr. MUNSIE: No, not to lease the line
for £2,000 a ycar.  Departmental reports
are submitted to us in order that we may
gain information from them. If we can
be guided by the railway report, the up-
keep of the line for interest and sinking
fund will cost more than £2,000 a year.
This being so, where does the Premier’s
halfpenny a ton profit come in? It is all
moonshine. The company are to pay the
Government £6,000 for the three years. T
would like to ask members: What could
the company lav 15 miles of railway for?
Doubtless they conld easily get permission
to construct the line. 1 have had some
negotiations with these people in connee-
tion with industrial disputes. and they have

?

told us that to throw down their spur lines
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cost an average of £1,000 a mile. Fifteen
niles at £1,000 a mile would mean £15,600.

Mr. MeCallum: But they would have to
lay a better line for this work.

Mr, MUNSIE: T am content to take it on
the estimate for bush construction, They
can save £13,000 capital expense by paying
the Government £6,000 in three years. Now,
where is the forest? It is the Coolgardie-
Burbanks forest, for which application has
been made but uwot yet approved. 1 am
satisfied that Mr. Hedges has not signed
any econtraet without having the approval
to cut wood. Even if he has not got the
cutting rights and has to cut outside the
Coolgardie-Burbanks forest, how far dis-
tant wounld he then be? The furthest point
of the Coolgardie-Burbanks forest is not
12 miles from the Coolgardie racevounrse.
Thevefore the company would have to haul
the firewood 15 miles to Kurrawang and
Si4, miles from Kurrawang to Kawmballie,
cround the Kurrawang. loop. This makes
35 miles which the company would have to
haul their wood if they did not get a con-
cossion to cut in the Coolgardie-Burbanks
forest, 'To-day they are hanling their wood
80 miles to Kurrawang. Does not that
represent a saving to the company of more
thun £2,000 a vear?

Hon, W. €, Angwin: Aml it does
affect the mines at all.

Mr. MUNSIE: No, the eompany will save
more than half of their costs of hauling,
and yet the Premicr says the Commissioner
has made a goold deal. e bas made a
goed deal for Hedges. T am not econdemning
Hedges. More power to him if he can get
these coneessions, but T am not going to
allow any Government to flout an Aet of
Parliament in this way. The Commissioner
and the Minister have flonted Parliament
and disregarded the Railway Act. They
have done something illegal and dishounest.

The Minister for Works: You have ne
right to say that.

Mr. MUNSBIE: To give a lease of the
rimilway behind the baek of Parliament and
contrary to the Act is dishonest. More
power to Hedges if he ean bring sufficient
influence to Lear and if he can .get men
sufficiently - weak-kneed or sympathetic to
grant any concession he aska, The
Premier says thnt more Tevenue is being
obtained mnow than before.- I do not
believe that statement. T should like to
know what the maintenance cost of the
line aetually is. The House should
have heen consulted when this concession
to put in eight miles of loop line was
granted. If the timber companies had had
to give the 1916 comditions, it might have
meant inereasing the price of wood to the
mines. To say that the concession we are
now diseussing means cheap wood to the
mines is ridienlous. The Kuorrawang com-
pany will actually gain more than the £2.000
a year in their haulage charges. Rather than
apend the £20,000 it would have cost them to

not



[6 Drcemsex, 1921.]

eonstruet their own line to Coolgardie, they
wonld willingly have paid £5,000 a year for
the use of this section,

The Minister for Works: From what you
say the company would have been glad to
pay £30,000.

Mr, MUNSTE: I do not say that. I do
not think they could hdve made £30,000 out
of it,

The Minister for Works: How many miles
je it from the Kurrawang line to where the
wood has to be delivered on the Government
line?

Mr. MUNSIE: Tt is roughly about. ten
miles.

The Minister for Works: The eompany will
save 40 miles londed and 40 miles empty. On
the basis of 150,000 toms & year it would
have paid the company to pay even niore
than you suggest.

AMr, MUNSTE: T have not worked it out
ont those lines. When a question is asked in
the House about the railways, there is no
doubt the railway officials frame the reply,
In reply to a auestion I asked as to the esti-
mated tonnage of wood that would go over
the line, 1 was told that this would depend
on the guantity of fircwood consumed by the
mines. 1f the Commissioner did not know
how many tons were to he hauled, on what
didd he base his charge of £20007 Why did
not the (‘ommissioner give us an honest and
straightforward answer? 1Tf he adopts that
evgsive attitude he wmuost expeet eriticism.
The Premier made eapital ont of the faet
that the Lakeside WFirewood C(ompany ap-
proached the Commissioner with the object
of his taking over the hauwlage of the fire-
wood from Lakeside to Kamballie, a distance
of about three miles, A concession had been
granted to the Lakeside company permitting
them to run their engines into the Kamballic
yards, and a small charge was imposed for
wear and tear. This concession only lasted
about five weeks. The KWamballic company
discovered that their engines were not strong
enough Yo haul the wood over that grade, and
they asked the Comwmissioner to alter the ar-
rangements. Instead of. taking over the con-
trol of the line and charging the ordinary
haulage rates, the Commissioner agreed to
leml them an engine, a driver, a fireman and
two guards, to be utilised two or three times
a. day for the haulage of the wood from
Lakeside to Kamballic, at a charge of £1
a day. And vet the Government are seream-
ing about their lack of revenue.

My, MeCallum: You could not hire a horse
and eart for that.

Mr, MUNSIE: That would cost about 30s.
a day. What is the consideration in eonnce-
tion with the present deal? There is not the
slightest doubt that some better explanation
will have te he put np than has been offered
up to the present. No man can fairly con-
strue into those two scctions of the Govern-
ment Railways Act the power to Jease that
Yne as the Commissioner has done, The Gov-
ernment themselves said, in reply to a ques-
tion, that they had leased the line at the pal-
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try rental of £2,000 a year. The Govern-
ment would have shown more honesty of pur-
pose had the acting Minister for Railways
admitted that he knew nothing about the
niatter, and said that he would look it up
and inform the Chamber. The lease should
Be here even sow, at this late stage, for g
to disenss.

Mr. MONEY: I am not in a position to
express an opinion on the goodness or bad-
ness of the bargain made by the Government.
However, vnder the two sections of the Aet
the legal position is as foilowg: Section 63
assumes that there is a siding connccting a
private railway with a Government railway,
aml that that siding is partly on Governnment
railway property and partly on privately.
owned land. When it comes to the eonstruc-
tion of that siding, there is evidently a desire
on the part of the owner of the private rail-
way to have his line joined up with the Gov-
ernment system. Then it is in the power of
the Commissioner to connect np that portion
of the siding which is on his property, he
doing his own work. T assume in this case
that has been done years age under the regu-
lations.

My, Munsie:
never # private line.

Never in this ense, Tt was
It has always been a

Government line.

The line inte the timber?
That line has not heen con-

- Mr, MONEY:
Mr. Munsie:
structed yet.
Mr. MONEY: Seetion 63 would certainly
lave to be complicd with hefore Scction G4
could come into operation. After the siding
has been completed, the Cowinifsioner may
then agree with the owner of the private rail-
way to run his rolling stock over it. On the
other hand, the Commissioncr may also ar-

'l‘.'lng'e, by agrecement, to permit the owner

of the private railway to run his rolling
stock over the Government railways. Cer-
tainly, to comply with that seetion, the terms
and conditions of the agreement or lease—
it may not be a lease of the line itself, hut
a lease of running rights over the ling——

My, Munsie: The Minister calls it a lease
of the linc.

Hon, W, . Angwin: Would not the same
thing apply to the railway between Perth and
Fremantle ? )

My, MONEY: Exaetly; beeanse Scetion
64 savs ‘‘any railway.”’ Section G3 clearly
lays down thyt the Commissioner may agree
with suvell person to run any traing or rol-
ling-stock belonging to such person over any
riilway belonging to the Govermment. Any
agreement within Section 64 is legal, and
capable for the Commissioner te have made.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Tam notat all sur-
prised that the Premier got angry over this
discussion. Here we have a ease of chickens
coming home to roost. The Premier is fully
aware of the attitude he took up previously
in sieh matters as this, and appreciates the
attitude forced on him to-night by the action
taken, unknown to him, by the department.
The member for Bunbury has given a purely
legal interpretation of Section 64, T maintain
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that Seetion 64 was vever intended to author-
ise the Commissioner to give general runping
rights over Govermment lines, but merely to
grant shunting rights in econnection with sid-
ings. The seetion ig intended to enable, say,
a timber company or a coal mining company
requiring a private siding to conncet up with
the Government railway system, and to en-
able them to shunt their own trucks with
theiv own engines over the Geverrment rail-
ways, 1f sueh were not the ease, there would
be no oeeasion for Seetion 57, which deais with
léasing of Government railways,

My, Money: That refers to the lease of o
railway in its entirety.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIX: Here was a Gov-
ernment railway which the Government in-
tended to pull up, as they had np further
use for it where it was. There was no traffie
warranting the Goveruwent in maintaining
o double line there. Suddenly it struek some
persen that he would be able to carry his
firewood cheaper if he could get the Govern-
ment to lease him this picee of line. He ap-
proaches the Government, and the Govern-
ment lease him this piece of Government
railway.

Mr. Money: Without seeing the terms of
the document, we cannot discuss the subject.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIXN: No such thing ever
Iappened before in conneetion with the Gov-
ernment railways of Western Australia. The
principle is entirely novel. Tt is a priveiple
which eonld be applied to every Government

railway.
My, Money: As things are, yes,
Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: If this sort of

thing goes on, the ('ollic ecoal mines could
have thetr own trains hauling eoal through to
Brunswick,

Mr. Monex: And that is done i many
parts of the world where the mines own
their ewn rolling stock.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The hon. member
is wrong. Tn the Old Country, companies
very often provide their own rolling stock,
but they do not provide the engines to do the
haunling., Thus there ig a cheek upon the com-
panx s operations. Tn the present instance,
the company provide the engines and do their
own hauling. Parliament has been  flouted,
and this is a principle which we should nof
adont.

Afy. Teeadale: We will not have it again.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: TIf we do no:
protest now, this instance will be quoted as
a precerent.

The Premier:  Very well, T will see that
nothing is dene that will help the State to go
aheqil in econneetion with its industries; it is
apprarently no pood!

Mon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: Tt ia ridieulons to
sav that there shouid be ne seeret contracts
whatever. Parliament once deecided ther:
should be no more seeret contracts, and what
was the resirlt?  We had a price, which wo
got quietly, for the supply of oil for use on
th> “*Kangaroo'’ at Wyndham, Then Par-
limment deeided there should b no secret
conditionz- as in the past.  The suecceding
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Government ecalled tenders avd they had to
pay £30,000 more for the oil than if we had
aceepted the proposition we had under eon-
sideration. It will thus be scen that it is not
always advisable to direet attention to the
requirements of the Government. 1ln the pre-
sent instance, however, it is a question of
departing from the recognised prineciple un-
derlying State owned raflways.  Parliament
should decide whether we ave to depart from
that prineiple, and in order to give Parlia-
nient an opportunity te protegt agninst the
leasing of a portion of the State rvailways, 1
move an amendment-

That the item be redueed by £279,

The PREMIER: T hope the Committee will
not agrec to the reduction of the vote. The
lease under diseussion haz nothing whatever
to do with any of the.men affected by the
snm proposed to be reduesd. Not one of them
had anytlhing to de with the lease, awd now
the memher for North-East Fremnntle wishes
to make some of these men suffer for the sins
of another. Does that hon. member think
that is fair? 1 do not think so. 1 hope the
Committee will not agree to the suggestion
put forward by the member for North-East
Fromantie.

Hou, W, C. ANGWIN: T am sorry that the
Premier reflected upon the Chair. The por-
tion of the Rajlway Estimates I scek to re-
duee is the only one under which reference
may be made to this matter, sceing that it is
under this portion of the Vote that the work-
ing railways are kept in repair.

Amendnent put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Aves 17
Noacs 20
Majority agninst 3
AYES,
Mr. Angwln Mr. Munsle
Mr. Colller Mr, Simons
Mr. Corboy Mr, J. H, Smith
Mr. Heron . Mr, Teesdale
Mr. Johnston Mr. Troy
AMr. Lambert Mr. Willcock
Mr. Lutey Mr, Wilson
Mr. Marshall Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr.. MeCallum (Telter. )y
NoEs.
Mr. Broun Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Carter Mr. Pickering
Mrs, Cowan Mr. Richardson
Mr, Denton Mr. Satopson
Mr. Genree Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Glbson Mr. Stubbs
Mr, Hickmott Mr, J. Thomson
Mr. Latham |  M™r. Underwood
Mrv, C. C. Maley Mr. Mullany
Mr. H. K. Maley {Teller.)
Mr. Mann

Amendment thug negatived,

Vote put and passed.
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Thiz concluded the Fstimates of Revenue
and Expenditure for the year.

Resolutions passed in Committes of Supply
granting supplies not exceeding £5,075,786
woere formally reported.

BILL—AUCTIONEERS.
Couneil's Amendments.

Message reeived from the Couneil notify-
fng that it had agreed to the Bill subjeet to
<ertain amendments.

Heuse adjourned at 11.75 pm.

Tegislative Council.

Wednesday, 7th December, 1921,
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The PRESIDEXNT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTIOX—MINE MANAGEMEXT,
FINGAL.

Hon. J. W, HICKEY asked the Minister
for Educatiou: 1, Is he aware that there are,
approximately, 100,000 tons of ore breken in
the Fingal mine at Day Dawn, estimated to
be worth an ounce te the ton? 2, TIf not,
what is the estimated quantity and its aver-
age value? 3, Is it not a fact that theé whole
of this ore conld have been recovered and the
mine be still working but for the mismanage-
ment of Bewick, Moreing & Co.?

The MINXISTER FOR EDTUCATIOX re-
plied: 1, It is generally understood that a
good deal of ore remains in the Great Fingal
niine, but the department have no knowledge
of the amount or value, 2, Answered by No.
1. 3, The question of mismanagement does
not come within the provinece of the Govern-
ment. .

2159

QUESTION —MINES 1NSPECTORS’
QUALITICATIONS,

Tlon, J. W, HICKEY aske?! the JMinister
tor Edueation: 1, Ts it a fact that it is neees-
sary for a ran to bave a University edwa-
tion before being appointed to a position of
inspector of mines, or is the technical man
given preference over the practical man? 2,
If so, where dozs the man come in who has
worked ail bis life in mines and is thoroughly
practieal, but has not had the opportunity
of getting a University edueation!?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, A University education is not essen-
tial. Positions are advertized and applicants
appointed necording to their qualifications,
combining hoth technical and practical
knowledge. 2, Answered by No. 1.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the following
B3ills:—

1, Local Courts Act Amendimnent.

2, Mining Act Amendment,

3, Permancut Reserve (Point Walter).

BILL—-GRAIX.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from
ting,

Hou. J. A. GREIG (South-East) |4.36]:
T shall not to-day enter into a long discus-
sion on the wmerits or demerits of bunik
handling. For this debate it is sufficient
to know that the farmers of Western Aus-
tralia want the Bill; and they want the
Bill bheeanse they want bulk handling
established, For several years the wheat-
growers of this State have been diseussing
the question of bulk handling, and the
majority of them have come to the conclu-
gion that for a State whieh will eventually
become a large wheat growing State, bulk
handling iz the proper system. Woestern
Anustralian wheatgrowers have now. backed
their opinion by applying for 256,000 shares
in the grain elevator company. Let me say
here that G0,000 of those shares were
applied for conditionally, the condition
being that the applicants would he in a
position to take the shares when the time
came. These applicants were on the Indus-
tries Assistance Board.  Hon. members
realise that any farmer who is en the In-
dustries Assistance Board has not the hand-
ling of hiz own money. In the case of auch
a farmer the Government have the first
claim on the proceeds of the crop, and the
merchants, or outside creditors as they are
usually called, the men who steod by the
farmers until the TIodustries Assistance
Board was created, have the second claim.
These particular applicants were hopeful
that the Government would instruet the

the previous sit-



